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Of Human Nature 


THIS IS NOT GOING TO BE A DISSERTA- 
tion on the attributes of the human 
character. The subject has been pretty 
well mulled over, and if it was always 
depressing it is now becoming a little 
dull as well. But try as one may, it is 
difficult to evadé it. Every now and 
then one stumbles over some manifes- 
tation of human behavior, some act or 
statement or expression that brings 
the entire matter back. 





At this moment I am thinking spec- 
ifically of Jan Valtin, author of “Out 
of the Night,” a current best-seller. 
All those who have read this book will 
immediately concede that, aside from 
being a fascinating account of the life 
of an active young revolutionist in a 
turbulent time, it also reflects a sensi- 
tive spirit. Valtin’s story of his acti- 
vities as an undercover agent of the 
Third International is not merely 
thrilling. It bears the stamp of an en- 
tire generation, of those who grew up 
in Europe toward the end of the last 
war into a world of poverty and re- 
bellion. Many of that generation de- 
voted themselves selflessly and fiercely 
to various causes. The emotional drive 
behind these people was great, the in- 
tentions generally deeply idealistic 
and based on a messianic desire to 
change the world into something 
better. 


The latter part of “Out of the 
Night,” the part devoted to a descrip- 
tion of the horrors in a Nazi concen- 
tration camp is probably the strongest 
piece of writing on this subject that 
has yet appeared. And to lend still 
further credence to the personality of 
the author, a personality which we 
now know only through his_ book, 
there winds throughout his autobio- 
graphic novel the gentle thread of a 
love story which in delicacy and tran- 
sparent tenderness captivates the 
reader. Firelei, the heroine of “Out of 
the Night,” is not a powerful charac- 
ter, but she is practically the only 
person in this big book who remains 
uncontaminated by the violence and 
vileness that rage all about her. Even 
after she marries Valtin and joins the 
Communist party she remains a radi- 
ant and humanizing factor amid the 
atmosphere of a war-time soldiers’ 
barrack. Noble as the motives of many 
of the heroes of the book may have 
been, the love between Valtin and 
Firelei remains the only clean and en- 
couraging event. The announcement, 
at the end of the book, of Firelei’s 
death in a concentration camp comes 
as a logical and almost predestined 
climax. Fate, if there is such a thing, 
could not have acted otherwise. 
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Now Jan Valtin is in the United 
States. His book sells widely and 
probably nets him a tidy sum. He has 
also remarried. All this is, perhaps, as 
it should be. 


But only a few days ago there ap- 
peared in the New York Times an in- 
terview with Jan Valtin that left a 
very unpleasant aftertaste. Among 
other things he declared: Who would 
have believed a few weeks ago that I 
would be a wealthy man and married 
to a beautiful American woman? 


Perhaps I am wrong. But it seemed 
to me there was a note of smug com- 
placeney in this statement which 


should under no cireumstances have 
crept in. Only yesterday there was 


communism (as an ideal) and concen- 
tration camps and above all Firelei. 
Thousands throughout this country 
still, read the book and are shocked by 
its descriptions. But to Valtin that’s 
all a faraway past. Now there is 
wealth and a beautiful American wife. 


It’s an old pattern, the pattern of 
Job losing seven sons and_ three 
daughters and then finding consolation 
in the birth of a new set. Firelei tor- 
tured to death in a Nazi camp is eas- 
ily supplanted by some other “beauti- 
ful woman.” It is quite possible that 
the pattern is inevitable as well. But 
the resentment against its callous 
cynicism nevertheless remains. 5. K. 
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Editorials 





America Reminds England 





GLANCE AT THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE RECENTLY 

formed American Palestine Committee shows the 
significance of this body for Zionism both now and 
after the war. The Committee, headed by Senator 
Robert F. Wagner, includes 71 senators and 82 mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives. It comprises 
such figures as Charles McNary, William Green, Mon- 
signor Ryan, Wendell Willkie, Al Smith, Ickes and 
other leading American Cabinet members, governors, 
presidents of universities; eminent Catholic and Pro- 
testant churchmen are to be found among the mem- 
bers. Obviously, a committee so constituted is either 
a roll call for the national Red Cross or a body with 
a serious purpose and a genuine function. The words 
of Senator Wagner, in which he formulated the pro- 
gram of the Committee, made it quite clear that here 
is no casual aggregate of well-wishers ready to be 
listed for any worthy cause. There is no mistaking the 
positive, clear-cut character of Wagner's statement 
which declares that “The Jewish National Home in 
Palestine has been a world-sanctioned experiment in 
democracy. It must be protected today as an outpost 
of freedom and social justice. Its continued upbuild- 
ing must be a vital part of a just world order when 
the present conflict is over. The American Palestine 
Committee will aim to give expression to the interest, 
sympathy, and support of the American people for 
this human and statesmanlike cause.” 

America has always been warmly sympathetic to 
Zionism. As early as 1922, Congress passed a unani- 
mous resolution favoring the establishment of a Jew- 
ish National Home. According to the terms of the 
Anglo-American Treaty of 1924, known as the Pales- 
tine Convention, the United States is formally on re- 
cord in behalf of the implementation of the Balfour 
Declaration. In addition to such official declarations 
in favor of the Zionist program, American public 
opinion has repeatedly found ways of registering its 
friendly understanding of the concept of a Jewish 
homeland. On numerous occasions, leaders of the 
great democracy of the Western World have expressed 
their support for the cause of Jewish national libera- 
tion and rehabilitation. The newly constituted Amer- 
ican Palestine Committee is not the first of its kind. In 
1932, representative figures in American life formed a 
group similar in purpose to that of the present com- 
mittee 

However, at no time has the affirmative voice of 
America been so important for Zionism as now. In 
view of America’s growing role on the international 
scene, in view of her close alliance with Great Britain, 
a declaration of policy made by so large and influen- 
tial a body of Americans, including so many shades of 





political opinion and representing diverse social and 
religious groups, must be of more than sentimental 
significance. In a sense, it may be considered as the 
tentative formulation of one American peace aim. Just 
as America, through her great spokesman, has declared 
herself repeatedly for the liberation of the enslaved 
people of Europe, so now the most oppressed of all 
peoples has been added to the roster of freedom by an 
impressive number of members of the American gov- 
ernment and molders of American public opinion. 

It is fortunate that the formation of the American 
Palestine Committee came shortly after the statement 
of Halifax in which the British Ambassador expressed 
the belief that England’s pledge to establish a Jewish 
National Home had already been fulfilled. Halifax’s 
remarks can be interpreted in no way save as complete 
concurrence in the policy of the infamous White Pap- 
er of 1939. Since the Palestine Administration, accord- 
ing to all reports, is earnestly endeavoring to imple- 
ment the White Paper and prevent the further devel- 
opment and expansion of the Jewish National Home, 
Senator Wagner’s declaration that “Its continued up- 
building must be a vital part of a just world order 
when the present conflict is over’ is a direct challenge 
to those British appeasers who still uphold a defunct 
and disgraced method of settling world affairs where 
Palestine is concerned. 

In view of the apparent readiness of the British 
Ambassador to the United States to accept the White 
Paper policy as final, it is interesting to note what the 
British Prime Minister had occasion to say about the 
policy of the Chamberlain government in regard to 
Palestine. Commenting on the same White Paper 
which Halifax purportedly upholds, and the Palestine 
Administration is recklessly putting into effect, Win- 
ston Churchill said in the debate in the House of 
Commons on May 22, 1939: ‘As one intimately and 
responsibly concerned in the earlier stages of our Pal- 
estine policy, I could not stand by and see solemn 
engagements into which Britain has entered before the 
world set aside for reasons of administrative conven- 
ience or—and it will be a vain hope—for the sake of 
a quiet life. . . . I should feel personally embarrassed 
in the most acute manner if I lent myself, by silence 
or inaction, to what I must regard as an act of re- 
pudiation. . . .” 

These are plain words, but on that occasion, Mr. 
Churchill was even plainer. He went on to character- 
ize vicious provisions of the White Paper as a “plain 
breach of a solemn obligation,” as a “violation of the 
pledge” and as an “abandonment of the Balfour De- 
claration.”” Mr. Churchill's speech on May 22, 1939 
was a great Zionist speech. No one could have asked 
better. Those mighty talents of eloquence, irony and 
wrath with which we have grown familiar were used 
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to the full when Winston Churchill painted the plight 
of Jewry, when he did not hesitate to declare: “It is 
not with the Jews in Palestine that we have now or 
at any future time to deal, but with world Jewry, with 
Jews all over the world. That is the pledge which 
was given, and that is the pledge which we are now 
asked to break. . . .” 

In the course of that memorable address, Mr. Chur- 
chill asked a question which is even more pertinent 
today than at the hour when it was first posed. He 
asked: “Can we strengthen ourselves by this repudia- 
tion? . . . What will be the opinion of the United 
States of America? Shall we not lose more—and this 
is a question to be considered maturely—in the grow- 
ing support and sympathy of the United States than 
we shall gain in local administrative convenience, if 
gain at all indeed we do? What will our potential 
enemies think? What will those who have been stir- 
ring up the Arab agitators think? Will they not be 
encouraged by our confession of recoil? Will they not 
be tempted to say: They’re on the run again. This is 
another Munich!” 

Prime Minister Churchill has gotten the answer to 
some of the questions that rang so challengingly in the 
House of Commons two years ago. The enemies are 
no longer “potential.” The Munich policy has borne 
its bitter fruit. And if Mr. Churchill felt “personally 
embarrassed” in 1939, how well can he countenance 
the further “‘repudiations” of his representatives in 
Palestine and in the United States? But the answers 
are still being given. “What will be the opinion of 
the United States of America?” Winston Churchill 
wanted to know. The American Palestine Committee 
has given an unmistakable reply to that question. 
America is reminding Great Britain that the new 
world of justice in whose realization she is prepared 
to aid includes justice to the Jewish people. 


“In Fact” 





N RECENT MONTHS THERE HAS DESCENDED UPON 
the unwary readers a veritable deluge of news- 
letters. The times are troubled and various organiza- 
tions and individuals have found this a good moment 
to approach the reading public with the offer of a 
newsletter that will tell the “real truth.”” Business men 
are offered confidential reports on industrial and com- 
mercial prospects; the politically-minded readers are 
tempted with the real “dope” behind the news. Where 
all these newsletters get their information is usually a 
secret. There are casual -references to “confidential 
reports” and “thoroughly reliable sources” and that’s 
all. 

It should have been expected that the footrunners in 
front and behind the coach of the Communist party 
would not miss this opportunity to publish a news- 
letter of their own giving the naked truth behind the 
capitalist and Social Democratic “propaganda.” And, 
indeed, they did not disappoint. Some time ago there 
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began to appear, under the editorship of George 
Seldes, who is a frequent contributor to the communist 
New Masses, a newsletter entitled Im Fact. It was at 
once boosted by its sponsors as the only vehicle of 
genuine behind-the-scenes information. Even in its 
appearance and style it sought to develop the proper 
bedside manner of confidential all-knowingness. 

But In Fact became, in fact, merely another little 
sheet that specialized in anti-administration and anti- 
English propaganda. Not even the wise and restrained 
tone of its compactly printed, confidence-inspiring 
pages could hide this. 

In its issue of March 17 In Fact came out with a 
minor sensation. The British Purchasing Commission 
discriminates against Jews and Catholics when employ- 
ing help—they declared. In support of this accusation 
In Fact referred to some unnamed “thoroughly reliable 
source” and a photostat of an employment card of the 
New York State Employment Service. This photostat 
contained nothing to indicate that the British Purchas- 
ing Commission had anything to do with its contents. 
But the entire story was dressed up in such a manner 
as to make an impression on the casual reader. 

Sir Louis Beale of the British Purchasing Commis- 
sion denies that his organization in any way discrimin- 
ates between employees on grounds of race or religion. 
When the editors of In Fact were asked to provide 
some proof for their accusation, there was some hem- 
ming and hawing, the upshot of which was that they 
had no proofs. 


We have not seen all the issues of In Fact. But we 
have read quite a number of them and we do not re- 
call that they ever carried any attacks on Nazi Ger- 
many, for instance. Despite Bulgaria and Yugoslavia 
the Moscow-Berlin pact still holds good as of today 
and the fellow-traveling dispensers of “inside” infor- 
mation hew to the party line. And the line today still 
is: “Smear England!’ Not justifiable criticism of those 
acts of England that rightly deserve condemnation, but 
smear work pure and simple. The theory behind the 
practice is an old one. Someone, somewhere, is bound 
to read and believe without questioning. 

Can there be any justification for this act, particu- 
larly at this time when England is engaged in mortal 
combat with the regime that is the spearhead and 
guiding spirit of anti-Semitism throughout the world? 
It is futile to argue with people who carry out orders 
of a political machine instead of thinking. But the 
reader should be warned. 


Deportation During War 





D URING NORMAL YEARS OF PEACE CONSIDERABLE 

numbers of aliens are annually deported to their 
native lands without, in most cases, the public being 
aware of it. Such deportations mainly involve foreign 
born non-citizens who had been convicted of some 
crime and had served their sentences. No great prob- 
lem is thus created since the deportees are faced with 
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no danger upon their repatriation. In some instances 
serious and even tragic situations arise when families 
are broken up because some members are incapable or 
undesirous to follow the deported person. But such 
cases, significant as they are to every humanitarian, 
presented no national problem. 

Within recent years the situation has changed radic- 
ally. The rise of dictatorial regimes and the consequent 
need of many political refugees for an asylum at all 
costs has raised a new question. Assuming that an 
alien is deportable under existing regulations, may not 
such a forced repatriation result in tragic consequences 
when he reaches his homeland because of that alien’s 
political beliefs or activities? 

To the everlasting credit of the Washington admin- 
istration it must be said that it showed, in nearly all 
cases, an attitude of sympathy and understanding. 
Since the outbreak of the war, however, this problem 
has become even more acute. The question of subver- 
sive groups has gained a meaning it previously did not 
possess, and among these elements there are numerous 
aliens. Furthermore, even non-political deportables 
cannot with any fairness be sent back at this time to 
their belligerent native lands. Boundaries have also 
changed in the meantime. Thus a deportable Pole 
might now land in either Nazi Germany or Soviet 
Russia, and a Rumanian might be sent to Nazi- 
occupied Bulgaria. 

There are now about eight thousand people in the 
United States who have been condemned to deporta- 
tion. These are by no means eight thousand criminals. 
Among them are very many men and women of merit 
and achievement who find themselves in this category 
through no ignoble faults of their own. Deportation 
may mean a decree of death for many of them. 

It is encouraging to note from a ‘recent statement by 
Attorney General Robert Jackson that the government 
is aware of all the complications of the case and is pre- 
pared to deal with it in a fair and humane manner. It 
is possible that additional legislation will have to be 
passed to take care of the deportables during the pres- 
ent emergency situation. But it seems clear that it 
would be unjust and inhuman to dump people into the 
seething cauldron of Europe at this time. The Depart- 
ment of Justice should investigate each case separately. 
Those deportables who constitute a threat to the peace 
and institutions of the United States may perhaps have 
to be interned. All others should be released to follow 
their normal pursuits, at least until the war comes to 
an end. Along these lines it is possible to solve the 
problem of deportations in a just and satisfactory 
fashion. 


Weizmann’s Arrival 





TT ARRIVAL OF CHAIM WEIZMANN, PRESIDENT 
of the World Zionist Organization, in the United 
States is always an occasion of cheer and a source of 
encouragement. This time his coming has been awaited 
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months there have been rumors of negotiations in 
London on the subject of the creation of a Jewish 
army. Unconfirmed reports spoke of a substantial 
agreement on this subject and many were led to the 
hope that upon his arrival Dr. Weizmann would be in 
a position to announce that these negotiations have 
been successfully concluded and that a Jewish fighting 
force would be organized. This awaited news he. did 
not bring at this time. 


But Dr. Weizmann’s presence in this country can 
have a salutary effect on American Zionism. Many 
American Zionists have in past months been fearful of 
voicing any criticism of the British administration in 
Palestine on the theory that during war-time all differ- 
ences of opinion should be subdued. Dr. Weizmann’s 
firm and dignified rejoinder to the wily statements of 
the British Ambassador, Lord Halifax, only a few days 
after his arrival has also pointed out to such vaccilat- 
ing Zionists that while we must wholeheartedly sup- 
port the cause of Britain, we should not pass in silence 
over acts of British officials who choose to ignore or 
misinterpret past commitments of Great Britain toward 
the Jewish people. 
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Refugees and “Ejectees” 





EAR Friend: 

You have written me a rather desperate letter, 
and I have taken my time in answering it. I have 
spent much of that time thinking about the problem 
your letter raised hoping that I might succeed in see- 
ing the whole thing in its larger aspects rather than in 
its personal setting. For I am convinced that I can 
help you only by making you forget the “special case” 
which you have put before me. 

The Jewish refugee family from Germany whom 
you have taken on to support has turned out to be a 
great disappointment, and you are very bitter about 
it. They have failed to respond to your plans for 
them; they have refused to cooperate, for what you 
offered seemed too small and unworthy to them who 
were used to better things; their minds are turned 
backwards into the past rather than forward into the 
future; they are critical of this country and its institu- 
tions, and resentful for having lost their possessions 
as though it was you who robbed them. In one word, 
they are ungrateful; they do not appreciate the plans 
which were made for them, the troubles and sacrifices 
which were incurred in order to help them out of 
the hell in which we thought them to be perishing. 
And now you are bitter, and want to wash your hands 
of the whole mess. 

Of course, you realize that I, too, once came here 
as a refugee, which fact alone might almost disqualify 
me from making any worthwhile suggestions. Perhaps 
I should simply tell you how genuinely sorry I am 
about the whole thing and refrain from further com- 
ment. Still, this problem is bigger than your case, 
and I can’t be silent when I see you turn away from 
a worthy cause to which you have contributed so much 
simply because of this personal disappointment and 
failure. Thus it might repay us both to look beyond 
the immediate case and see what larger factors are 
involved, if any. 

I am aware of the fact that most of the so-called 
“larger factors” have been pointed out and analyzed 
in the numerous publications on the problem of refu- 
gees, with which the market is flooded. Nevertheless, 
there are always some points which elude the eagle 
eye of the “experts,” and they may be just the ones 
applicable to “‘our case.” 

One of these points to which I attribute great im- 
portance is that it seems rather slip-shod and useless 
to talk about “refugees” and “emigration” in general. 
Distinguendum est inter et inter, as we said in school. 
We must learn to distinguish. We cannot throw them 
all in one pot and expect the stew to be palatable. 
The first thing to remember is that they are not all 
“refugees.”” In fact, I think, that name should only 
be applied to a minority of them. Most of them are, 
I have come to conclude, what I call (in want of a 
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better name) “‘ejectees.” They did not take refuge 
here in this country, but they were ejected from their 
old home. And there is a great difference between 
these two statements. 

In order to make this a little clearer, it is necessary 
to take a look at the whole movement of the present 
European immigration and compare it with former 
movements of the same kind. It will then appear, I 
think, that only a certain number of people constitut- 
ing this present movement qualify as ‘refugees’ in 
the traditional sense. 

“Refugees” flee from their old home, because they 
can no longer live there, because the ground under 
their feet is too hot, or the air they breathe is too foul, 
or their conscience does not permit them to wor- 
ship a false God. The true refugees escape from 
political tyranny, religious persecution, economic slav- 
ery, and seek a new home where they can realize the 
ideals by which they live. The important thing is that 
they seek a new home, that they quit voluntarily, that 
they submit to hardship and suffering because they 
believe in a new life to be realized by them or their 
children, a better life. Call it love of freedom, reli- 
gious faith, idealism, call it adventure, the fact remains 
that most of the immigrants in the past, whether the 
English, the Irish, the Dutch, the Germans, the Ital- 
ians, the Jews, and all the others, have come to this 
country in search of a new life, a better life, a freer 
life, politically, religiously, and economically. 

““Ejectees,”’ on the other hand, leave their old homes, 
because they are no longer tolerated, because they are 
no longer permitted to remain no matter what sacti- 
fices they make in life and possessions. They are 
driven out, ejected by the will and decree of someone 
other than themselves. They do not want to leave, 
because they feel that a tithe of what they leave be- 
hind is still better than anything they can expect or 
hope for in the new country. They cling to what they 
think is theirs, possessions and positions, and no pro- 
mise of a future can compensate for the loss of their 
past. 

Now there have always been both kinds of immi- 
grants; and I have probably somewhat overstated my 
point in order to make it clearer. What I really mean 
to say is that in the case of the present immigration 
from Central and Western Europe the class of the 
“ejectees” by far outweighs the class of the proper 
“refugees,” the ratio being inversely proportional to 
what it used to be in former immigrations. And it 
so happens that our case concerns one of the “‘ejectees.”” 

You will reply: “But are they not all fleeing from 
political tyranny, from economic starvation? Isn’t that 
the reason for all our aid programs, for opening our 
country to receive them?” 
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[t is true that they are all fleeing from political 
tyranny and economic starvation now, it is true that 
their lives are threatened now, and that each man and 
each woman admitted to this country means a life 
saved. And this is one of the reasons why we must 
continue helping them, finding homes for them simply 
because of the great humanitarian principle that a life 
saved, any life, is better than a life lost. 

But in order to understand the people who are now 
coming to this country, in order not to be disappointed 
it is also necessary to realize why they are now in such 
immediate danger, why they are now coming to this 
country against their efforts and hopes during the last 
five years. They are coming because their program of 
appeasement has failed, because their plans for fitting 
into the “new order” in Europe were destroyed by the 
others who did not want them to fit in, because no 
sacrifice, however great, was enough to buy permission 
to remain. They were not wanted by the others, no 
matter what they would have done; thus they were 
driven out, ejected. I am speaking of the majority. 
The majority did not seek a new world; the majority 
wanted to remain in the old world, no matter what 
changes took place, if they had only been tolerated. 

Why should they have wished to remain at all costs? 
Why the Jews of all people? Why should there be 
such a large number of “‘ejectees”’ in the present move- 
ment of immigration? We must look for their motives 
in order to understand their present behavior. Once 
we have done so, I think, we shall feel more sympa- 
thetic with their lot, and the “individual case’ will 
not discourage us to help the whole. 

The key for such sympathetic understanding (and 
the lessons to be learned from it) lies, I think, in the 
realization that the majority of Jews in the Central 
and Western Europe of pre-Hitler days enjoyed a re- 
markable degree of economic security. To be sure, 
they had gone through a terrible war, most of their 
savings had melted away during the inflation, but 
there had always remained enough not to reduce them 
to a proletarian level, and the later twenties saw a 
mighty economic recovery. Jews were, for the most 
part, merchants, shop-keepers, doctors, lawyers, teach- 
ers, manufacturers, in short, members.of the business- 
and intellectual-bourgeoisie, all of them potential fas- 
cists after the crash of ’29, if only fascism had come 
without the ‘Aryan paragraph.”’ They belonged to the 
same class and held to the same ideology as the Ger- 
man-Aryan merchants, shopkeepers, professional men, 
and manufacturers did, the class of people who finally 
surrendered republican and democratic institutions for 
the promise of economic security. There were nation- 
alistic and communistic Jews, but the majority of them 
belonged to the “middle class,” that middle class 
which has no other program but holding on to the 
Status quo, one’s security for which he had worked so 
long, one’s special prestige which he had bought at 
such high price. The Jews, except for the Zionists— 

and they were a minority—had no program for the 
future, neither for themselves as Jews, nor for their 
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tellowmen as Germans, Austrians, or French. Their 
program consisted in the preservation of the status quo; 
tor only in the status guo were security and social 
prestige. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the great major- 
ity of them should have tried appeasement at any 
price. One of my strongest recollections of this is how, 
in early ’33, a German-Jewish youth organization tried 
to drill its members in military tactics and discipline. 
Nothing would have been too much, if only they could 
have held on to their security. For, in the meantime, 
the world had grown small; there were unemployment 
and social unrest everywhere; there were no more 
“open frontiers” calling for men, wealth, or initiative. 

If you understand these points, I think, you will be 
less disturbed by the influx of the “‘ejectees.” They 
did enjoy economic security where they lived; they saw 
only economic insecurity in the world outside. An in- 
tellectual or spiritual program they had none to bridge 
the gulf between these two worlds. 

Thus they remained, until they were driven out; 
they hung on to their pseudo-security until they were 
in danger of life, until nothing could be salvaged out 
of what they had built, until war came, detention 
camps, hunger, cold, bombings, ship-wrecks, until they 
were face to face with death. For you must not grow 
callous to the reports reaching you from abroad; I am 
convinced that only a fraction of all the suffering and 
misery ever gets a hearing. That’s why, as I said be- 
fore, we must not give up helping them again and 
again, even though we find it difficult at times of per- 
sonal disappointment and failure. This whole thing 
is much larger than you and me, and our ‘special case.’ 

And this is only one reason; for I have not yet said 
anything about the real “refugees,” nor about the 
younger generation. There are “refugees,” already in 
this country or waiting to come, because they sought 
refuge in other countries of Europe first, “refugees” 
whose name I don’t have to mention, Jews and Gen- 
tiles alike, refugees that bring to this country enthusi- 
asm, courage, ideas, ‘“‘new blood” without which the 
peculiar type of American civilization is impossible, 
refugees, tested and hardened in the fight for freedom 
and rights, strengthening the “bulwark of democracy” 
which we hope to erect in this country, refugees, re- 
nowned men and women, great names, scientists, ar- 
tists, men of the pen and books, that may well add a 
new dimension to the American civilization into which 
they are absorbed, and finally also refugees whose 
names we don’t know and never hear, but who come 
here with the same spirit and readiness with which all 
immigrants have come here in times past. Of all these 
we must not lose sight, because they may well mean an 
enrichment of the cultural and material life of this 
country unique in its whole history. 

Then there is the younger generation, the genera- 
tion that is still flexible enough to be molded by the 
influences of the new country. I confess I don’t know 
exactly what will become of them. Will they again 
become American Jews as they were German Jews or 
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French Jews? Or will they seek out for themselves a 
larger objective, a more stable foundation; and where 
can they find it? I confess I don’t know. But I do 
know that they will mot find it listening to their “el- 
ders” from the other side who are now again trying 
to resume their old position of leadership with the 
same old, worn-out phrases of a Jewish and anything 
goes philosophy. I suspect that the young Jewish men 
and women will break away from those old cliches, 
and find a new leadership in their own ranks. I hope 
they will. But whether they do or no, this is a speci- 
fically Jewish question; as immigrants into the new 
country they will give you no cause to complain. 


Finally, there are the “‘ejectees.” Some of them may 
be hopeless; those particularly that have brought in 
money and are idle. But most of them will learn; they 
will learn that non-cooperation simply means defeat 
and disaster; they will learn slowly, all too slowly 
perhaps, but they will learn that this was the only 
country hospitable enough to receive them and that, 
in doing so, it has placed a great obligation upon them 


Palestine Officials Face 


JEwisH FRONTIER | 


which they cannot shirk forever. And the day will 
come, when they, too, will contribute their bit. 

For it is not, as I have tried to show you, malice or 
badness on their part which makes them live in the 
past and be so indifferent, often even obstructive to 
anything this country has to offer. It is their social 
behavior pattern from “over there” which has made 
them what they are here today. And to break down 
such a deeply rooted pattern is a long and painful 
process, painful for them who have to undergo such a 
complete transformation, and painful for us who have 
to assist in this process. But whether or not successful 
in the end, we must not withdraw our help because of 
personal feelings and interests. For they are almost 
all, without exception, poor, unhappy creatures to 
whom the escape into the past is the only means of 
surviving in the present. 

Helping them, I think, is easier when we understand 
the forces which have made them, and when we dis- 
tinguish them from those “refugees” of any nation, 
color, or creed to whom you and your country must 
never close your door. 


a Choice 
by Abraham Revusky 





T THE very beginning of the present war, the 

Jews of Palestine demanded adequate participa- 

tion in the struggle for democracy. They offered an 

imposing number of volunteers for the actual fight in 

the trenches as well as for various auxiliary services. 

They were also ready to put their recently built indus- 
try at the disposal of the British Army of the East. 

The response was not encouraging. The offer of a 
Jewish Army was rejected for political as well as mili- 
tary reasons. The political reasons, or rather pretexts, 
were fear of Arab suspicions and unwillingness to 
provide Hitler with an additional “proof” for labeling 
the present struggle a “Jewish War.” The military 
reasons, reflected the over-optimistic strategy of the 
Allies in the first year of the war—the Maginot line 
is impenetrable—and the misguided notion that there 
was no real need for more man power. 

The reluctance to make full use of the potentialities 
of Palestine’s industry for military purposes stemmed 
from the same state of mind. Smugly sure of their 
“impregnability,” British leaders of that time looked 
with condescending amusement on those queer people 
in Palestine who insisted on doing something for the 
war against Nazism. Does the mighty British Empire 
need the aid of a small country with its young “‘insig- 
nificant” industry? 

But there was also a deeper reason. If Palestine’s 
industrial help would be fully accepted, those amazing 
Jews might use the opportunity for building up a 
truly great industry, which would enormously increase 


the absorptive capacity of the country. Could the poli- 
cy of the White Paper, intended as it was to check the 
further growth of the Jewish National Home, be con- 
tinued in the face of such a development? And the 
White Paper is still being considered by the British 
officials in Palestine as a lighthouse of political 
wisdom. 

After the downfall of the Chamberlain regime, with 
its reliance on the Maginot line and Hitler-missing-the- 
bus, the British people, awakened by the greatest de- 
bacle in military history, finally saw the truth. All 
forces were bent to meet the assault of the previously 
under-estimated enemy. .The human and industrial 
resources of Canada, Australia, South Africa and New 
Zealand were frantically mobilized to fill the gap. Even 
India, alienated by a snobbish and clumsy Tory admin- 
istration, had to give some of its men and resources for 
the common struggle. 


Only in one country is the Chamberlain policy of 
smug complacency still holding its own. This is Pal- 
estine. True, Palestine is small compared to the giants 
composing the mainstay of the British Empire. But 
its geographic position, coupled with the intense hatred 
of Nazism of its Jewish community, and their proven 
industrial abilities, could make it under a benevolent 
leadership, a very valuable asset. There is no such 
leadership. The minds of its British rulers are still 
focused on the ill-born White Paper. This is the rea- 
son why Palestine does not take its due place in the 
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defense of democracy at a time when every additional 
help is of the utmost importance. 


ITH THE development of the War in the East, 

the British, despite initial reluctance, began to 
use to some extent the human and material resources 
of Palestine. Still unwilling to form a Jewish Army, 
they began to accept volunteers for their own military 
forces in the East. Without putting the Palestinian 
industry as a whole on a war-basis, they began to give 
it a steadily increasing volume of orders. The Jews of 
Palestine, with their strong devotion to democracy, did 
not sulk in their tents. They are giving the British 
piecemeal support even if their broader offers were re- 
fused. Over eight thousand Jewish volunteers entered 
the army of the Nile, and some of them gained glory 
in Lybia and Eritrea. Their number would be much 
larger if Palestine’s British Administration were to 
abandon the “principle” that the number of Jewish 
volunteers must by no means exceed the number of 
Arabs. And the Arabs are seemingly not over-eager to 
fight Nazism. 


The pressure of army needs, sharpened by restricted 
shipping space, simultaneously forced the military au- 
thorities in the East to use increasingly the facilities of 
Palestine’s industry as a source of various supplies. 
Confronted with military demands, the Palestine Gov- 
ernment finally appointed a War Supplies Board, with 
the aim of coordinating the production of local indus- 
tries and providing them with raw materials and ma- 
chines to make possible an increased supply of various 
articles for army use. 


But instead of using the enthusiasm aroused by its 
very creation to spur industrial production to the max- 
imum, the powers behind the new Board hastened to 
thwart its hopes by disappointing statements. This was 
particularly done in a radio speech of Mr. Douglas G. 
Harris, Chairman of the War Supplies Board, deliv- 
ered shortly after his appointment. According to Mr. 
Harris: 

“There is no intention of establishing a munitions in- 
dustry in this country. Palestine can produce little which 
is not obtainable elsewhere. . . . It cannot compete on 
equal] terms with countries where mass-production is the 
rule.” 

The speech of Mr. Harris made a painful impression 
on Palestine’s Jewry. How can a responsible British 
official speak of “‘equal terms” and ‘‘competition’” at 
a time when the whole fate of the Empire and world 
democracy with it, is at stake? What has competition 
to do with the need to obtain as much raw material as 
possible for the conduct of war? Did the British think 
of “competition” when ordering in the United States 
airplanes which they could produce at a much lower 
cost at home? Despite “competition” they ordered 
them—rather belatedly—because British production 
was not sufficient to repulse Hitler’s air-attacks. 
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If Palestine can produce something in addition to 
the weapons and materials obtained elsewhere, this 
contribution, regardless of cost, would be very valu- 
able at the present decisive moment. Even if Palestine 
could not manufacture airplanes and tanks, there is 
much essential equipment which Palestine’s industry, 
with the ingenuity of its Jewish technicians and work- 
men, could deliver in quantities, even without extra 
cost. Everything manufactured in Palestine would re- 
lease industrial facilities, labor and shipping space else- 
where and thus increase the striking power of the 
British armies in the East. 


Is it not absurd to tell Palestine that it can produce 
little which is not obtainable “elsewhere?” Nobody 
expects Palestine to manufacture articles that cannot be 
produced anywhere else in the world. But by quantity 
production of even simple items of equipment, such as 
boots, coats, helmets, belts, tents, Palestine would re- 
lease that much labor in hard-pressed England and 
effect a big saving in the shipping space necessary for 
its successful struggle. 


In any case, a British official who is in charge of in- 
creasing war supplies should not dampen the creative 
enthusiasm of Palestine’s Jewry. A community which 
was able to triple its size in ten years, after British ex- 
perts gravely announced that Palestine reached the 
peak of its possible development, is able to make a 
very substantial contribution to the present war-efforts, 
in men as well as in materials, if only the little Cham- 
berlains in the local government would not put ob- 
stacles in its way because of their deep concern for the 
“sacred” principles of the ‘White Paper.” Why 
should the business-as-usual policy, with its concern for 
“equal terms’ and “competition” be continued in Pal- 
estine when bitter necessity forced its abandonment 
elsewhere in the British Empire? 


Fortunately, it seems that the military authorities, 
more concerned about the war than about the inviola- 
bility of the White Paper, do not share the over-cau- 
tious attitude of Palestine’s officials. Soon after Harris’ 
speech, Palestine was visited by Brig. Gen. Penn, mem- 
ber of the War Supply Ministry in London, who made 
a survey of Palestine’s industries, and emphasized the 
demand for its full use for military purposes. But it 
is doubtful whether this demand will end the veiled 
sabotage actually conducted by Palestine’s civil rulers. 


Strict adherence to the misguided policy of the 
White Paper, or Palestine’s maximum contribution to 
Britain’s war-efforts—this is the choice that must be 
made once and for all by the British in Palestine. We 
did not put this choice before them. We were ready 
at all times to make all efforts and sacrifices demanded 
by the war as if the White Paper did not exist. All we 
ask of the Palestine government is not to sacrifice dem- 
ocratic war interests for the sake of a policy which 
organically stands in their way. 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


Notes on Jewish Education 





HE PERCENTAGE of Jewish children in Ameri- 

ca who receive any kind of Jewish instruction is 

small. The percentage of those who receive a system- 

atic schooling is still smaller. I do not have the exact 

figures, but I should say no more than twenty percent 

attend schools with a well-defined objective and cur- 
riculum of studies. 

Just what makes an intelligent objective or a curric- 
ulum it is hard to say. These are elastic concepts never 
free from personal bias or prejudices. That is why 
figures collected, collated and presented, no matter 
how carefully, by responsible agencies, have a limited 
significance. You write your figures according to what 
you mean by these words. 

Is a private cheder a school with an intelligent ob- 
jective? Is the chanting of the Aaftorah part of a cur- 
riculum? Is a Sunday School a school? I don’t pre- 
tend for a moment to be unbiased on these questions. 
I think the very questions give me away. I know what 
the old cheder has done for Judaism in the past and I 
read all about the fine characters among the old rebbes. 
I love the singing of the haftorah. But I have no use 
for the raising of the preparation to the Bar-Mitzvah 
to the level of a “‘part of the curriculum.” I have the 
old maskil’s disdain for the cheder—especially in its 
American form and I have the nationalist’s contempt 
for the Sunday School. I am not alone in my preju- 
dices. I represent a class. 

The Jewish schools which educate the small fraction 
of Jewish children represent a variety which is fascin- 
ating or exasperating according to how you approach 
it. If you are interested in the color of life, in mani- 
festations of vitality, if you are a novelist or a satirist, 
it is one thing. If you are interested in Jewish educa- 
tion, it is quite another matter. 

There are schools where Hebrew is too sacred to be 
spoken, and schools where the speaking of Hebrew is 
the basis of all learning, and schools where the teach- 
ing of Hebrew to small children is considered “‘reac- 
tionary’ or even ‘‘counter-revolutionary.” The fate of 
the Prophets is equally varied. They are treated as 
near-radicals in some conservative and some radical 
schools, with a corresponding difference in emphasis, 
and as “social fascists” in others. In the Communist 
schools, to be sure, the process of evolution is fast, and 
takes place with the change in “party line.” In most 
other schools, the process.is slow. In the past twenty 
five years there has been only a diminution of intensity 
—and of interest—in the struggle, but the lines of 
division have remained about the same. 

The division in Jewish schools is not merely in keep- 
ing with the division in Jewish sections and parties. 
It’s a much bigger mess. Not all Zionists are inter- 
ested in giving their children a Hebraist education, and 
not all children attending the radical Yiddishist schools 


by M. Z. R. Frank 


are radicals. I have known Zionist leaders who insisted 
on an old-fashioned Jewish schooling for their children 
(that is, old-fashioned except for the old-fashioned 
scholarship) consisting of mere reading of the Siddur 
and writing a Yiddish letter. And I have known many 
a pious bearded Jew send his daughter to a radical 
school—because they teach Yiddish there. And I have 
known Poale-Zion leaders defy their party school and 
send their children to a Hebraist orthodox Talmud 
Torah. 

Now, if instead of twenty percent of the Jewish 
children in America, ninety or ninety-five percent at- 
tended Jewish schools, we should accept this situation 
as inevitable in a period of transition, hoping that 
in the course of time one, or at the most two, types of 
education would crystallize as the norm or norms of 
Jewish life. But when the percentage of children at- 
tending Jewish schools is so small, when out of those 
who attend, so many do not reach the final grade, and 
when out of those who do reach the last year, so many 
forget in later life, the whole business becomes a tra- 
gic farce. The danger is that none of these types may 
survive. 

We have in this country two main types of parochial 
schools—almost confined to Greater New York, two 
main types of Talmud Torahs, two main types of 
Yiddish schools and congregational schools which 
seem to be half-way between a daily Hebrew school 
and a Sunday School. Apart from the above, there 
are private chadorim, private schools, Sunday Schools 
and private teachers, all of an infinite variety. 

The parochial schools or yeshivas are almost con- 
fined to New York. It takes a million Jews to produce 
enough vital Jewish energy to create that most inten- 
sive type of Jewish school. There are enough Jews in 
Brooklyn and in the Bronx who take it for granted that 
a Jewish child ought to attend a school where both its 
Jewish and general education should be given and 
where at least three to four hours daily—in many cases 
six or seven hours—should be devoted to Jewish sub- 
jects. There are enough such Jews to form whole 
circles with their own standards, their own milieu, if 
not traditions. If American Jewry will ever finally as- 
similate and pass from the picture as a separate cul- 
tural entity, there will still be New York—there will 
always be a New York. That is, there will always 
remain some Jewish tradition in New York, no matter 
what happens to most New York Jews. That abun- 
dance of Jewish vitality in New York Jewry accounts 
for the fact that New York has Jewish parochial 
schools. The parochial schools in their present form, 
represent an actuality in New York. But they do not 
represent the ideal of American Jewry in general. 
In the Province of Quebec in Canada, due to peculiar 
conditions arising out of the Canadian constitution, 
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the Jews had a legal possibility of establishing their 
own schools supported out of taxes collected by the 
government. When in 1923-26 the Jews of Montreal 
were faced with the situation where this legal possi- 
bility might become an actual fact, the majority of 
the Jews showed they did not want it. They were as 
outspoken against separate Jewish schools as their 
grandfathers in the Russian ghettos were against gov- 
ernment schools for Jews. I am recording this fact 
as a fact, not as something to approve. Never, not 
even in a general strike in the needle trades or in a 
kosher meat controversy at its worst have I seen 
feeling run so high in a community as during the 
time a few nationalistically-minded Jews in Montreal 
sought to establish separate schools for the Jews. I 
am sure the same thing would have happened in Bal- 
timore or in Chicago or in New York if the Jews 
were offered an opportunity to have their own schools. 
Nevertheless, there is always a minority which is will- 
ing to go to great financial sacrifices to have their own 
children educated in parochial schools. In New York 
there are enough to make a class. 

There are two types of yeshivos in New York: the 
old-fashioned orthodox, and the modern Hebraist. 
From the knowledge I have of yeshivos, I should say 
that the modern yeshivos are inclined to be more for- 
malistic than the old-fashioned ones. This may sound 
like a paradox, but it is so. In both types the observ- 
ance of Jewish religious laws and customs is a basic 
principle. But the old-fashioned yeshivos, while tak- 
ing orthodoxy for granted, go beyond it, and cultivate 
the spirit of talmudic scholarship and religious fervor 
which give it a soul. On the other hand, in the so- 
called modern yeshivos, orthodoxy is more or less 
conscious, there is no religious mysticism, and the 
modernism consists in emphasis, or’ over-emphasis, on 
Hebrew speech, Hebrew grammar and the mere quan- 
titative element in the acquisition of knowledge. Old 
ghetto Judaism had a soul.. Modern Hebraist Zionist 
Judaism has a soul. In the attempt to compromise be- 
tween the two, the modern yeshiva has adopted the 
bodily forms of both and largely missed the spirit of 
both. This applies to the Talmud Torahs as well. 

The traditional type of Jewish education has, in 
America, either found its salvation in the old-fashion- 
ed yeshiva—or it has degenerated into a miserable 
“Bar-Mitzvah factory’’ or given place to the modern 
Talmud Torah. The latter type of school has been 
the predominant one for a generation. Today it is 
taking stock and is_on the defensive. It has many 
faults and its existence is beginning to appear pre- 
carious. Its efforts have been magnificent, but its 
results have been unspectacular. Yet, I don’t see any- 
thing better on the horizon. 

The modern Talmud Torah was established by tea- 
chers and communal leaders who were primarily in- 
terested’ in Zionism and the revival of Hebrew. Some 
of the founders of the modern Talmud Torah were 
also orthodox, including even many of the teachers 
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and especially principals. But even the orthodox 
among these people were maskilim—otherwise they 
would not have been interested in Hebrew. A maséil, 
even when he is religious, is strictly rationalistic and 
lacks the warmth and the fervor of a Aassid. The 
masses of parents who sent their children to Hebrew 
schools, in spite of their sympathy or even enthusiasm 
for Zionism, are devoid of interest in the revival of 
Hebrew. On the other hand, they have a blind loyal- 
ty to at least some of the more basic forms of Jewish 
religious life. Many expect their children to be taught 
customs and rites which they themselves do not ob- 
serve except on occasion, and which they expect their 
children to observe just as occasionally. Thus the 
wearing of the hat, the teaching of fluent reading in 
the prayer-book and the more dignified manifestation 
of Jewish religious training, such as children’s con- 
gregations, were largely a concession to the parents. 
As for that fervor which makes religion a force in life, 
there was no room for it in the maskilic school. The 
soul of Hebraic revival, the enthusiasm for Hebrew 
and Palestine today, often suffered in the compromise. 
By a process of further concessions—probably forced 
on the Hebrew school by the influx of new leaders— 
the teaching of modern Hebrew literature and of con- 
temporaneous Jewish life was eliminated from many 
schools. Hebrew speech became merely a method for 
teaching the Bible. One step further and you have the 
Bible taught without spirit. Where there is no dis- 
cussion on Jewish history or on Jewish current events, 
there is no discussion on the Bible either, and it is 
taught for mere memory of its quotations. I have seen 
classes where the pupils can string off whole passages 
of Isaiah by heart and explain every difficult word by 
some simpler ones in Hebrew. But these pupils never 
read a line of Bialik and the spirit of Isaiah is as 
foreign to them as the beauty of his metre. 

Of course, this would not have happened if Hebra- 
ism were a real force in Jewish life in America. If 
there was a wide-spread interest in the revival of 
Hebrew and in the Hebrew language and literature, it 
would not be difficult to enforce a different attitude 
in the schools to the teaching of modern Hebrew. It 
is for the same reason that graduates even of the best 
Hebrew schools for the most part forget their Hebrew. 

There are two main types of Yiddish schools, not 
counting the Communists. There are those where Yid- 
dish is the pivotal point of Jewish culture and where 
everything else is subordinated to it, and those which 
recognize Yiddish as the living language of the Jews 
today and therefore the most convenient medium for 
imparting Jewish values to Jewish children, but which 
also recognize the value of Hebrew. Most of the lat- 
ter type of schools are Labor Zionist. In spite of the 
power of the Yiddish press and theatre and of the 
Yiddish language generally until about fifteen years 
ago in American Jewish life, Yiddish-language schools 
did not spread. Today, with the gradual weakening 
of Yiddish, their position has not been strengthened. 
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The span of life of the Yiddish schools may be des- 
tined to be very short. But they have already accom- 
plished a great deal: they introduced into the Jewish 
school a fine warm atmosphere. No Jewish school is 
more attractive from the point of view of the enthusi- 
asm and atmosphere reigning in it, that the Yiddish 
school, especially where the Hebrew revival and Zion- 
ism have also been given a place. Scholastically, they 


have achieved little. Where you teach Yiddish and 


Hebrew, Hebrew suffers, and few of the pupils learn 
enough Hebrew to forget very much of it. I think 
it is a serious fault, I don’t believe you can have edu- 
cation, no matter how modern, without teaching. And 
I don’t believe you can have Jewish teaching without 
Hebrew. But the contribution of the radical Yiddish 
school is a leaven for livening up Jewish education 
even outside of its own sphere. Graduates of Yiddish 
schools read and speak Yiddish in adult life hardly 
more than graduates of Hebrew. schools speak and 
read Hebrew in adult life. But they seem to retain 
fonder memories of their school days than graduates 
of most other Jewish schools. And there is a great 
deal that goes with fond memories. 


The congregational school is perhaps the school of 
the future. Its growth is traceable to two purely phy- 
sical causes: Jews move out of the ghetto and spread 
out about the city, and Americanized parents do not 
care to send their children to Hebrew school more 
than for a few hours a week. We are getting soft. 
And in our war for the survival of Judaism our soft- 
ness may prove to be our undoing. If we could sta- 
bilize Jewish schools at a norm of, say, six or seven 
hours a week from the age of eight to the age of six- 
teen, we could make the congregational school the 
medium for a good Jewish education. 


Thus far Jewish schools have proven their value 
only in training a class of. specialized Jews: rabbis, 
social workers, etc. The noticeable rise in the stand- 
ards of scholarship among rabbis and of interest in, 
and knowledge of, Jewish life, among social workers, 
is in the main due to the work of the Jewish schools 
in the past generation. But a specialized Jewishness 
is alien to the spirit of Jewish history in the past two 
thousand years. If Judaism is not diffused throughout 
the masses, it is not the Judaism of Hillel, it is a dull 
primitive Judaism. Which will you have? 


I have merely touched on a multitude of problems 
affecting Jewish education. I offer no solution, except 
this: that the problem as a whole is far too compli- 
cated and far too difficult for the schools alone to 
solve. Jewish education in America will have some 
chance if there is an organized democratic Jewish life 
in America which will tackle the problem in all its 
magnitude. So far this has not been the case. And no 
other group has sinned more grievously in this respect 
than the general Zionists: they have simply forgotten 
that Zionism is bound up with a cultural revival 
through the schools. 
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TIME BEYOND TIME 


Through lightless crystal 

of incommensurable ice 

in the ultimate hour 

a deathless crystal gazer 

will gaze with sightless eyes 
upon the New Jerusalem 
floored with flawless gold 

to see a woman wailing there 
before the alabaster wall 
which looks on hell. 


She is an eternal mourner 
mourning the fallen temple 
of a remembered world. 


TABOO 
Survivors of storm, they have accepted this island now. 


After long years 

they do not speak of the catastrophe which forced 
them here. 

They wish only to forget shipwreck: the cracking 
masts falling through tangled sails, and 

the topless wave before the ultimate crash which broke 
them on a rock’s edge. 


A gutted hull remains still anchored to the dangerous 
reef, however, 

it is no monument of their own making and 

when they pass it now it is 

only with averted eyes because 

they fear that a barnacle encrusted thing become a 
fetish to obsess them. 


Before they fashioned the taboo 

one among them, brooding upon this wreckage, hurled 
his body to the devouring sea, propitiation, crying: 

“Take me and spare the rest . . . Accept this sacrifice 
but deliver the innocent from exile!”’ 

Another brooding upon this wreckage, turned on the 
captain of the ship and killed him, crazed, 
blubbering: 

“I didn’t do it! You did it! You deliberately did it and 
are trying to blame me! You are trying to kill me! 
Trying to kill us all!” 

They chained him under a cliff apart and have forbid 
that any one go nearer to him 

than the heights from which they hurl him scraps of 
food. 


Under pain of death no man dare listen to 
this madman’s murderous speech 
It is taboo! 


They have accepted this island now 

who do not wish to ever dream again upon 

the harbor which they left called, ‘‘Home”’— 

the port to which they journeyed called, “the Goal’’— 
the desperate voyage called, “the Adventure’”’— 


Without a future they desire no past; 
this is TABOO... 


DWIGHT STRICKLAND. 
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The Lion’s Den 






by Efraim M. Rosenzweig 





R. MARTIN N. BRESLAUER’S home was of a 
M style which might be described as ‘‘Midwestern 
Manorial.”’ The architectural details, however, are un- 
important, and, at any rate, were not the concern of 
the Medton Jewish Campaign Committee, whose mem- 
bers arrived singly or in small groups in the late dusk 
of the spring evening. Parking their cars on the grav- 
elled roadway, they respectfully took care not to 
trample on the well-tended lawns but circuitously 
sought the main entrance. There they were greeted by 
Breslauer himself—by ‘“‘M. N.” as he was familiarly 
and fondly called, a man of wealth on whom the 
middle name Nathan sat like an invisible Yarmulke. 
He wore the former as his father had worn the latter: 
unselfconsciously, or at least graciously. Still, he se- 
cretly preferred not to be called Nate by old friends 
who knew not Martin. Breslauer accepted his position 
as leader of this Midwestern Jewish community with 
a sense of noblesse oblige; too honest not to acknow- 
ledge his Jewishness, he was nonetheless feeling the 
tensions of working with and for his coreligionists 
more and more each year. 

At last the entire Committee was there. There was 
Doctor Coen, talking to Max Pinkus, and doing his 
desperate best to look interested as he listened sullenly 
to Pinkus, whose forte was a most extraordinary weav- 
ing together of Yiddish and English. 

“My God!” Coen was thinking, “What if he would 
ever do this to me in the dining room of the Plaza 
Hotel!” The thought that Pinkus was not likely to 
be found inside the Plaza helped him somewhat. 

‘Poor Pinkus!” reflected Miss Helen Becker, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Jewish Charities. “But why the 
hell, ‘poor Pinkus?’ she caught herself. He’s a solid 
integrated man, happy in his leadership of the local 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance unit.” 

Waiting for the meeting to begin Rabbi Simon had 
turned toward Jake Schwartz who was laughingly pit- 
ting him against Rabbi Mordecai Farber of the Con- 
servative synagogue, on some issue of custom. Schwartz 
was a New York Jew who had come to Medton as a 
young man, and now, in his middle forties, found 
himself still a New York Jew in a Midwestern com- 
munity. Somehow he could not shake the brogue, nor 
did he desire to free himself from a spirit of largesse 
which occasionally embarrassed his fellow Medtonians. 
His contributions to all things Jewish were generous. 
In New York he might have belonged to nothing 
Jewish; his spending proclivities would have fastened 
themselves on the usual metropolitan diversions. In 


Medton, there were few diversions—and what was 
there was moderately priced. But still Jake Schwartz 
refused to make himself over to fit what he privately 
called “the small change pattern” of the small city. 





Mrs. Edgar Jonas sat alone. True, she was engaged 
in conversation with Rabbi Menahem Singer, spiritual 
leader of the largest Orthodox Schul, but still she gave 
the impression of sitting alone. Widowed five years 
ago, she was left with a very comfortable income which 
she controlled with the same astuteness which her late 
husband manifested in acquiring it. She sat alone with 
a certain cool dignity, as though she were as deter- 
mined not to expend her energies or emotions as she 
was not to spend money carelessly. Her grandfather 
had come to America from the little town of Ulm, 
about 1847, bringing her father, together with the 
rest of the family with him. The awareness of her 
long residence in this country had given Mrs. Jonas 
a heightened sense of her importance as an American 
Jew. 

“M. N.” offered a few brief and courteous words 
of welcome to the members of the Committee. ‘There 
is a lot of work ahead. Shall we begin? I suppose, 
Jake, we'll start as usual, with the recommendations 
of the Allocations Committee. Sam Ornstein had to 
be in St. Louis today, and Harry Epstein is sick in bed, 
so they've asked Rabbi Singer to read their report.” 

Rabbi Menahem Singer arose, an air of importance 
attaching to him, as smoke clings to a fabric. It was 
not often he was entrusted with even such a chore as 
this. Asked on Committees out of respect, he was not 
often given a task which permitted him to exercise his 
renowned capacity for long-windedness. 

. Needless to say,” he was remarking, “there 
has been much searching of soul. There has been such 
terrible need . . . in Europe . . . in Palestine. My own 
Yeshivah in Poland no longer exists, its scholars are 
scattered and reduced to begging. Only last week I 
received a letter from the Plesskiner Rebbe . . .” 

Dr. Coen squirmed restlessly. Well, the rabbi con- 
tinued, he did not have to tell them what was what. 
If they didn’t know, who did? So the Committee had 
studied all appeals, sifted all requests, and divided 
them into two classes: Those to whom we gave last 
year, and new appeals. 

At the words, “new appeals,’ 
fened almost imperceptibly. 

With just the proper degree of dignity which would 
make it clear that he was, after all, no Shamash, Rabbi 
Singer distributed the mimeographed forms listing re- 
quests, last year’s allocations, this year’s requests, and 
the Committee’s recommendations. 

The butler brought in drinks, passed around a good 
brand of cigar, offered the ladies cigarettes and left 
the room. A discreet silence was maintained during 
this operation; it would not do to discuss Jewish prob- 
lems in the presence of a non-Jewish servant. With 
his withdrawal, the problems of the evening \ were at- 
tacked with vigor. 


’ Mrs. Jonas’ face stif- 
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“Now, if you will notice your mimeographed sheet,” 
said Jake Schwartz, who had taken over the Chair, 
“the Histadrut is next on our list. Last year we gave 
them $500.00. This year they ask $1,500.00. The al- 
locations Committee has recommended a thousand dol- 
lars. What is your pleasure?” 

Silence wrapped them all for a moment into its 
tight little cocoon. 

“Leave it to Orenstein,” thought Coen, “to push 
anything with a Jewish name.” More audibly: “I 
don’t get this. There was some fellow around here 
about four or five months ago trying to get money for 
something that sounded like a Histadrut. I thought 
we agreed that when we had this Community Cam- 
paign we wouldn’t have any more of these shnorrers!”’ 

“Well, Mr. Coen,’’ commented Rabbi Farber, his 
voice almost languid with a tender mockery, “‘it is true 
that there was a gentleman from the Histadrut in the 
community about five months ago. He was a cultured 
gentleman, Todros Stolyar by name. Mr. Stolyar was 
trying to interest the Jewish Community leaders in 
giving financial aid to. . .” 

“To his organization. This one we're talking about,” 
interrupted Coen. Damn Farber and his sneering tone. 
I'll run him out of town some day. What's he got 
against me? Because I offer him constructive criticism 
on his radio talks?) Damnit, he knows we're walking 
on eggs today! 

Max Pinkus jumped up. “No, please. It’s not the 
same. Excuse me, ladies and gentlemen. I don’t speak 
English so well but you understand. The other Hista- 
drut is for Hebrew language. What we have here is 
the Federation of Jewish workers in Palestine.” 

Puffing a little from his exertion, he sat down, 
looking around eagerly to see if he had made his point. 

“Thank you, Mr. Pinkus,” smiled Jake Schwartz. 
“I don’t know why we're arguing about all this. The 
letterheads and the correspondence tell the whole 
story.” He held out a sheaf of correspondence, mean- 
while thinking how Coen always behaves as though he 
were afraid someone was going to run up and pin a 
Talis on his shoulders. ‘‘Someday I’/] do it.”” “What's 
that, Mrs. Jonas? Mrs. Jonas has the floor, please.” 

“But why in the world, I was saying . . . why in 
the world must these people insist on using such for- 
eign-sounding names? After all, this is America. And 
then, too, I’m not so sure we ought to reply too liber- 
ally. From all I have been able to gather, the Palestin- 
ian workers are a pretty radical group. I have read 
somewhere that a number of their colonies are Com- 
munistic. We can’t be tov careful these days when we 
are watched in everything we do. Do we want to en- 
courage our enemies who say that Jews are radicals?” 

Chaver Pinkus of the Jewish National Workers’ Al- 
liance exploded into a veritable bilingual flood of 
words, which simmered down to a protest on behalf 
of the Medton branch of his organization. 

You would be worried about radicals, my friend, 
thought Miss Becker. You with your money and cock- 
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tail parties and collection of old silver; which skin are 
you worried about—the Jewish skin or the Jonas skin? 

Then aloud: “I can understand Mrs. Jonas’ concern 
about giving aid to the Histadrut, but really her fears 
are groundless. The liberalism over there, Mrs. Jonas, 
is not as bad as it sounds or is rumored, and is after 
all only the expression of labor's determination to 
eliminate from their Palestinian lives the evils they en- 
dured in other lands. And then, too, so many of them 
are intellectuals—and you know how intellectuals are.” 

With a superior smile, and remembering the many 
disturbing remarks of intellectuals who had been her 
guests after their lectures before the Women’s Club, 
Mrs. Jonas accepted her explanation. 

Helen settled back with an inaudible sigh of relief. 
Palestine! O to be in Palestine with Berny! From be- 
ing the Executive Secretary of the Jewish Charities to 
settling down as the wife of a Jewish veterinarian! 
I'd love it! 

Both Breslauer and Schwartz were in agreement 
with Helen. “M. N.’s’ factory had long been union- 
ized, and he got along well with the employees. He 
liked to think of himself as a liberal Capitalist—and 
was indeed. Moreover, there was in the back of his 
mind the unconsciously held belief that Britain, the 
good solid Capitalistic country, would not allow the 
growth of too much radicalism in Palestine. Jewish 
enthusiasm needed restraint now and then. 

“So what is your pleasure?” Jake was saying. “They 
ask for fifteen hundred this year.” 

“Of course they do,” Coen snorted. “And why not 
two thousand or three thousand while they’re at it?” 
‘My God, we ought to teach them a lesson. I'd like 
to write them a letter.” He looked with disgust into 
the mirror at his left. Hastily he adjusted his face. 
Why must I look like a kike, he thought. 

“There’s some truth in what you say,” remarked 
Breslauer, “but I really don’t feel that they’re trying 
to shake us. After all, their needs are probably great 
—easily three-fold greater, what with the present 
world crisis. Be fair to them.” 

“Yes, we must be just,” added Mrs. Jonas. ‘‘I do 
not doubt they are perfectly sincere in their expecta- 
tions. But after all—fifteen hundred dollars! No, I 
think last year’s amount would be enough.” Five hun- 
dred dollars was a lot of money! Hadn’t she herself 
refrained from buying that old silver snuff box until 
they brought it down from $485.00 to $300.00. One 
must not be wasteful. 

‘Please! Please!’’ Schwartz was pleading. “‘Let’s 
get going. Not so much talk. More action. There’s a 
lot more work ahead. Will someone make a motion?” 

“Mr. Chairman, I move we allot the Histadrut 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. That’s only half of 
what they ask, it’s true, but still it’s fifty per cent more 
than last year—and that’s a considerable increase.” 

Will this man never learn to give without holding 
back somewhat, wondered Mordecai Farber? A gentle- 
man, honest, well-meaning, trying hard to be a good 








Peet ll st —s lee 


ma», 2 eet a ee 6k 








ler 


nt 
le 
id 


is 


ie 


rt 


er er VSN te 








APRIL, 1941 


Jewish leader. But the possession of much money acts 
as an astringent on him at times. 

“Mr. Breslauer, I have a suggestion. Will you ac- 
cept this amendment? We have two hundred and 
fifty dollars left in the Emergency Fund from last 
year. I would like to amend your motion to read that 
we allot nine hundred dollars to the Histadrut by 
drawing one hundred and fifty dollars from last year’s 
Emergency Fund and seven hundred and fifty dollars 
from this year’s Campaign Fund.” 

Breslauer pursed his lips thoughtfully. What he 
decided would be accepted. Everyone knew that. He 
liked Farber very much. He was a successful and a 
fine Rabbi, a man who had done much to bring pres- 
tige to the Jewish community. 

“Very well.” 

Between the nine hundred dollars agreed upon and 
the one thousand recommended, Helen reflected, is a 
difference of but one hundred dollars. That difference 
will not be met. Trifling though it be, it is enough 
to turn nine hundred dollars into the more extravagent 
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Thousand Dollars. No one will suggest it. Probably 
that’s why Farber suggested nine hundred dollars in- 
stead of a thousand. He understood that the reaction 
to the one would be better than the reaction to the 
second. 

She was wrong. Jake Schwartz suggested it. 

“Let’s not be small. What’s another hundred? The 
Campaign was successful, and the Allocations Com- 
mittee has made recommendations upon the basis of 
our ability to give it out, and still have an Emergency 
Fund. Well, ladies and gentlemen?” 

There was a pause. Dr. Coen suddenly remembered 
his wifes comment on a passing remark she had heard 
in a bridge game the week before, the essence of 
which was that since Mrs. J. Schwartz was thinking of 
changing to a new family physician now that Dr. 
Finderson had died, why shouldn’t it be you? Dr. 
Coen reflected for a brief moment, then moved that 
the full thousand be given, as recommended. 

Chaver Pinkus seconded the motion and the “ayes” 
had it. 


He Did Not Make Me a Tailor 





ee i. MAKE you a shoemaker or a tailor!’’ my 
father threatened when I was twelve and showed 
too little interest in irregular Latin verbs, the Pharaohs 
and algebra. My ambitious father! He thought he 
would not live down the shame if his son, Azs son, 
were unable to go through High School. He told me, 
a couple of years later, after I was graduated from the 
school, how both he and mother had cried, how they 
could not sleep nights for fear that their offspring 
should be unable to compete with the other boys. 


Deep in the hearts of most Jewish parents, inherited 
from 100 and more generations, there dwells admira- 
tion of learning, respect of education, the desire to see 
their sons or daughters celebrated among Jews and 
Gentiles alike. When my grandfather was thirteen he 
wandered from Galicia to Vienna, the ‘““Mecca’’ of the 
Jewry of the Austrian-Hungarian Monarchy. An 
orphan, he had not learned any trade. He was an 
Am Haaretz, besides, since he knew only how to 
recite the prayers which he did very zealously — 
without, however, knowing the meaning of the words. 
But when I, an irreverent boy, inquired whether he 
understood his prayers, he answered, with primitive 
dignity: ‘The main thing, dear boy, is that God 
understands them.” 


He did not know just why it was commendable to 
add another lawyer to the two-thousand Viennese law- 
yers, most of whom were unable to eke out more than 
a very moderate living. But he wanted to be ahead of 
the other small traders of his acquaintance who, like 
him, could not utter a German sentence without mak- 
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ing a mistake. So he decided to make his only son a 
Doctor of Law, and while traveling in Austria as a 
salesman he chose the cheapest hotels and ate plain 
food, in order to save as much as possible of his in- 
come for the education of his son. 


My grandmother was even more ambitious than her 
husband. Ten years his senior, she ruled the house 
and was highly respected by her meek, slim husband, 
the more so since she could recite a few stanzas of the 
German poet Friedrich Schiller and knew a smattering 
of French. When a “gymnasium” refused to admit 
her son, she fought for him like a lioness. In vain; 
this dignified school, run by clerics, admitted only a 
limited number of Jews of the upper classes, like the 
Rothschilds, the Koenigswarters and other aristocratic 
families. The son of Galician Jews, who suffered 
somewhat from a foreign accent, had to feel lucky 
when his mother, after great trouble, and after having 
simulated a breakdown in front of school officials, se- 
cured for him a place as a student in the second High 
School of Vienna. 


The ideal of every Jew in Berlin or Vienna, Buda- 
pest or Prague, was that his son should become a law- 
yer, or a physician. The time was over when Jews regar- 
ded learning a blessing in itself and were proud to have 
a “Talmudic authority” as a son-in-law. Now a young 
man had to take up a practical profession. And there 
was no choice for young Jews except the narrow al- 
ternative between Law and Medicine. He could not 
become a judge, unless he turned Christian. The same 
was true with higher public positions. It was hard for 
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an unbaptized Jew to get a teacher’s job. As to the 
arts as professions—no parent would even listen to 
such a suggestion. 


Jewish boys were forced by their fathers to become 
lawyers or physicians, and Jewish girls to marry law- 
yers or physicians. Arthur Schnitzler discarded medi- 
cine for poetry, Theodor Herzl civil law for journal- 
ism and politics. Beer-Hofmann, Peter Altenberg, 
Karl Kraus—they all had to go through the hell of 
law studies, although from their boyhood they knew 
that literature would be their field, not the civil code 
of Austria. 

So my father, obedient son that he was, became a 
lawyer, a fairly efficient lawyer, although I am sure 
that with his gift of mimicry and entertaining he 
would have become a much better actor. But when I, 
his son, uttered the wish to study philology, he did 
not remember the thwarted love of his own youth 
and said: No. Since his son was too weak-hearted to 
take up medicine, he had to go through the inferno 
of the Corpus Juris and two dozen bulky Austrian 
codes. 

Secretly the son had taken up philosophy, besides, 
paying the college-fees from what he earned by his 
writing for papers. My father never openly admitted 
that, in fact, he was proud of the literary success of 
his son, and he laid the blame for my writing verse 
on my late mother, who to the great distress of her 
family, preferred weeping over the poems of Heine to 
mixing with people in order to get a husband worth 
marrying. 

The result of that common prejudice was that by 
1938 about 3,000 medical doctors and about 2,000 
lawyers were working for a community of 170,000 
Jews. For in fact, Jewish lawyers and doctors had 
mostly Jewish clients and patients, even before the 
Anschluss, owing to the anti-Semitic propaganda of 
both Nazi and Clerical circles since 1933. In other 
words one physician for every 56 Jews, one lawyer for 
every 85 Jews, a percentage which clearly explains the 
misery of most Viennese lawyers and many physicians. 

In 1938 many a Jewish father sighed: ‘““Why didn’t 
I make my son a tailor or a shoemaker, a painter or a 
locksmith, instead of forcing on him law or anatomy?” 
Perhaps one or the other of the older people remem- 
bered the famous saying of a Talmudic rabbi: He who 
does not teach his son a trade is like one who teaches 
his son to be a robber. One of the first deeds of the 
Vienna Jewish authorities, after the Anschluss, was to 
establish a re-training department, giving Jews the op- 
portunity to learn a trade before they emigrate. There 
was a considerable lack of Jewish workmen to teach 
the various crafts. Yet the establishment of that de- 
partment made it clear to many Jews, for the first 
time, that 1) Jews can be efficient and diligent crafts- 
men, and 2) Jews are not opposed to manual work, 
only false education makes some of them despise the 
trades and look up to the white collar jobs. 

It was mostly lawyers and bank clerks, salesmen and 
office-workers who underwent training, as electricians 
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or auto-mechanics, shoemakers or tailors. I was shaved 
in a Jewish Barber’s school by an ex-service-man, about 
50 years old, who had taken three university degrees 
“Summa Cum Laude.” But none of his degrees would 
help him a bit in the mountains of Bolivia where he 
had a chance to go. 

I wonder whether that re-training was thorough 
enough to make good craftsmen of people who had 
spent their lives in courts and behind desks, in offices 
or behind counters; besides it was brusquely stopped, 
after a few months, by the pogroms of November, 
1938. Yet it caused a surprising social revolution. The 
intellectuals who, rightly or wrongly, had considered 
themselves the elite of the community, the office- 
people and other white-collar-workers who, though 
ranking below the doctors and lawyers, somewhat des- 
pised the manual workers, all learned that they were 
mere parasites as compared with the efficient craftsmen, 
that all their real or imaginary “knowledge” was but 
of little avail in face of a cataclysm, when skilled 
hands and strong muscles were needed, above all. 

In the concentration camps of the Third Reich and 
in the Internment Camps of Belgium, England and 
France, and eventually in the countries of refuge, law- 
yers and doctors learned that the world welcomed 
them less than those who could make tables, who 
could dig the hard soil and cut stones. And even six 
months of re-training are not enough to make an efh- 
cient locksmith out of an ink-slinger. Jews from Ger- 
many proper, who had been under the yoke of Nazism 
a couple of years longer, were a bit “better” off, since 
in the Reich, re-training of Jews had started in 1933. 
Despite all sincere endeavors on the part of Jewish 
authorities the distribution of newcomers to the U.S.A. 
according to their occupational abilities is far from 
satisfactory. According to the latest reports of the 
Refugee Committee if 45 typical male immigrants 
from the principal refugee-providing countries are 
classified by occupations, the list will show that 8 will 
be in the professional ranks, 18 will be in commercial 
occupations, 7 will be unskilled and only 12, or rough- 
ly 25 percent will be skilled workers. 


That does not mean that we deplore the existence 
of Einstein or Feuchtwanger who are among the 17 
percent of professional refugees. And the minor writ- 
ers and artists have to be welcomed too, since there is 
a chance that they will develop their abilities in their 
new home. There is a need for scientists and brilliant 
physicians in America as well as in Australia or South 
Africa. 

But ther are still left more than 50 percent who 
have all reason to sigh: Why didn’t my father teach 
me a trade? Why did he teach me to look down on 
manual labor and prefer an office job? Why did I 
prefer writing columns into a ledger to making nice 
furniture or decorating rooms, although it was a hobby 
of mine, for a time? 

Jewish fathers here commit the same error our Euro- 
pean fathers made. Son and daughter must study at a 
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college, by all means. The result? The hands and also 
the souls of thousands of people are being crippled 
merely to keep upright a prejudice of the bourgeois 
society. It was a curse in Central Europe which made 
Jewish boys and girls half-intellectuals, ‘“Luftmen- 
schen,” a sterile class. Instead of selecting merely 
those youngsters who were sure to become excellent 
lawyers, teachers, physicians, scientists, the Jews cre- 
ated a class of “intellectual proletarians,’’ sometimes 
unsatisfactory and often unsatisfied, a danger and a 
burden to their community, though they could have 
been big assets, if trained in the right way. 

My father did not make me a tailor. I believe, I 
would have been a bad tailor. But I took up book- 
binding after the Amschluss—it was more a hobby 
than a real occupation. And I began to enjoy cover- 
ing my favorite books with self-chosen, self-made 
bindings. I was caught by a Gestapo man to be sent 
to the Concentration Camp of Dachau while on the 
way to my instructor the book-binder. 

“You didn’t ever work in your life, eh?” the Storm- 
trooper once asked me grimly, in the Concentration 
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Camp, looking at my small hands. No, I did not; 
for the study of a dozen or more law-codes, and the 
writing of some 800 articles and a large number of 
poems is no work, is it? We intellectuals had to bear 
the brunt of the hard work in Dachau, whereas the 
workmen had a relatively easier lot. 

“Go home, Professor,” an employer pitied me in 
America already when I applied for a job as a dish- 
washer. ‘You are unfit to do that work.” 

My father did not make me a tailor—his pride made 
me take up law. 

Now I am neither a lawyer nor a philosopher. I 
am, what my grandfather was. I am an agent. 

But I sell no liquors as he did. I go from one place 
to the other trying to sell the sad products of my sad 
imagination. 

American fathers might well heed what I say. Let 
your sons and daughters take up a trade. If they are 
intellectually gifted, then send them to college. Let 
them study Sanscrit or Chinese, modern philosophy or 
Anglo-Saxon Grammar. But have them study shoe- 
making or clothes-making or making anything, besides! 


by Ben Simcha 





| ane SINCE the National Council of Jewish Fed- 
erations and Welfare Funds was organized in 
1932, those who knew and were concerned with the 
American Jewish community recognized in the Coun- 
cil a potential danger. The national Council was a 
culmination of the Federation movement. Apart from 
its merits, it was fostered by wealthy contributors who 
spoke of efficiency which to them meant not being 
bothered by many solicitors for frequent contributions. 
Enough merit was contained in the argument for effi- 
ciency, however, and ample chaos existed in the solici- 
tation of funds to permit the adoption of the ‘‘Feder- 
ation” principle by the non-wealthy Jews as well. In 
any case, the large contributors were the financial 
mainstay of the local charities and opposition would 
have been of little avail. 

Thus the Federations spread from community to 
community until now 205 Jewish communities possess 
one form or another of a joint campaign for funds. 
The Council was to coordinate all local activities and 
make studies as well as recommendations on proce- 
dures. Although the official statements of the Council 
were always carefully phrased in terms of impartial 
and scientific studies, the powers behind the throne 
knew that ultimately financial control might be es- 
tablished. 

Slowly, Federations and Welfare Funds assumed 
the functions not only of collecting but also of dis- 
tributing agencies. A serious effort was made to in- 
duce the participation of the mass of Jewry in the an- 


nual drives for funds. Hundreds of individuals in 
every community responded to the call and joined as 
volunteers; thousands, as contributors, without affect- 
ting Federation control or structure. The all powerful 
budget committees were entrusted to “‘safe’’ hands, 
while professional staffs, who were dependent for 
their security and advancement “interpreted” the Fed- 
eration and its functions to the public. Thus it was 
unnecessary for the wealthy contributors to direct phy- 
sically any activities. They found skilled executives 
who did their bidding. 

A few among the masses of Jews recognized these 
developments. A handful of rabbis, Zionists, labor- 
ites, social workers saw the evil but were either pow- 
erless or apathetic. That being the case it was possible 
to pass an innocuous resolution asking for a national 
budgeting service at the Western States Conference in 
Salt Lake City in 1940 and to place a similar resolu- 
tion before the national Conference at Atlanta in 1941. 
The resolution as proposed was innocent enough. It 
merely called for the establishment of a high minded 
impartial committee of experts which would evaluate 
beneficiaries of funds and recommend budgets to local 
communities. The recommendations would not be 
mandatory, of course, so that none could possibly 
object to such a service. 

Thus was taken the second step in the direction of 
firmer control over Jewish philanthropy. The steps to 
follow would gradually increase the control until the 
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power of the purse could assert itself fully in Jewish 
life. 

Had it not been for the coincidence that the resolu- 
tion was presented at the time of controversy between 
the United Palestine Appeal and the Joint Distribution 
Committee, it is conceivable that even the Zionists 
would have been unaware of its implications. Fortun- 
ately, both proponents and antagonists became aware 
of the far reaching consequences of the proposed 
measure. 

The applecart of the manipulators, who for nine 


long years cultivated the ground for this moment, was. 


vehemently upset. A dormant Jewish public was sud- 
denly aroused and an acrimonious debate spread 
throughout the length and breadth of the United 
States. For once the ordinary Jew gave voice to his 
indignation for being treated as a source of funds 
without the intelligence to decide on the distribution. 

So much fire was drawn by the resolution that when 
it returned to its parent body, the Western States Con- 
ference, in 1941, it was disowned. From the moment 


the conference opened at San Jose, California, om 


March 15th the atmosphere was one of conflict. Round 
table discussions, budget clinics, lunches, and social 
functions proceeded on schedule, but any experienced 
delegate could sense that a real drama was being en- 
acted behind the scenes. 

Soon it was whispered that the all-important prob- 
lem of national budgeting was the subject of consider- 
ation by the executve. Without much difficulty, it was 
uncovered that the executive met and passed a resolu- 
tion endorsing national budgeting. A group of dele- 
gates met at once to discuss the possible use to which 
the resolution of the executive would be put. When 
the chairman of the conference was invited to explain 
the point, he stated that the resolution was merely ex- 
planatory and was not to be placed on the agenda of 
the conference. He further expressed surprise at find- 
ing a copy of the text abroad. 

From that time on charges filled the hotel lobbies 
and conference rooms. Delegates accused the executive 
of bad faith in passing a resolution while communities 
were engaged in balloting in a national referendum on 
the same question. Executive members not present at 
the meeting were angry at not being previously noti- 
fied of the executive agenda. The majority members 
on the executive insisted that their intentions were 
noble while the opposition hinted motives of ‘subtle 
pressure,” “‘inappropriate action,” “sub rosa purposes.” 

This lively controversy provided the background for 
the routine reports, speeches, and discussions. A final 
result of all caucuses and parleys was a gentlemen’s 
agreement to reconvene the executive at which time all 
would be present and perhaps an acceptable compro- 
mise would be achieved. To the disappointment of 
the delegates no such meeting was called because, as 
the president stated, “‘no one would change his mind.” 
Thus the lines were drawn for the final showdown. 
It was a serious group of delegates which remained 
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for the only business session of the conference. A te- 
cording machine was obtained to preserve accurately 
the momentous proceedings. After the election of 
officers and the usual resolutions, Mr. Charles Brown, 
member of the executive, expressed his disapproval of 
the action taken by the executive. Delegate after dele- 
gate rose to challenge the appropriateness of passing 
judgment on a resolution which was under considera- 
tion ‘by the constituent membership. 

A motion was made to overrule the executive but 
the chair politely explained that no delegate was qual- 
ified to vote since none had been accredited two 
months prior to the conference as the constitution pro- 
vides. Thus the executive passed its resolution know- 
ing that the conference could not overrule it. It was 
then pointed out by the opposition that no such quali- 
fications were met by previous delegates to previous 
conferences, hence the executive is illegal as are the 
newly elected officers. To break the illegal impasse, 
it was assumed that the conference, officers, and exe- 
cutive are such de-facto. The phrase was coined, 
“Common law conference.” 

The net result was an unofficial vote which was a 
tie. At a critical moment in the voting a Los Angeles 
delegate aroused three women who were not present 
during the discussion. Their three votes decided the 
issue against censuring the executive. Officially, the 
powers that be were safe. In reality they recognized 
the handwriting on the wall which spelled the rise of a 
new democratic trend in Jewish life on the western 
coast. The president agreed to send the minority opin- 
ion with the report of the executive. He promised to 
explain that the purpose of the resolution was to limit 
national budgeting to recommendations only and that, 
furthermore, the whole matter would be withheld until 
April 1st, or after the vote in the communities. 

* * * 

The procedure at the Western Conference indicates 
a trend which will be worthwhile watching. Beyond 
the somewhat innocuous terminology of the National 
Budgeting resolution adopted in Atlanta there lurks a 
danger to Jewish Community Organization in the 
United States which should not be ignored. Worth- 
while as the Federation Movement is in itself, various 
undesirable tendencies and factors hide within it. 
And the National Budgeting Resolution of Atlanta 
may yet prove of great service insofar as it will 
succeed in arousing the Jewish Communities to the 
danger of any small group dominating an important 
segment of their group and community life. 
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Elmer Rice in Search of a Happy Ending 





NE OF THE CHARACTERS in Elmer Rice’s 
“Flight To The West,” a liberal writer, depicts 
himself as “just a refugee . . . flying away from some- 
thing that I don’t know how to deal with.” The des- 
cription fits Rice to a T. 

{n his newest play he projects in a frank and daring 
manner, perhaps unexemplified on the American stage, 
the problems tormenting every Jew these days, regard- 
less of how diminutive his Jew-consciousness may be. 
Through six scenes his Jews and their Gentile co-pas- 
sengers on the Yankee Clipper wrestle with such prob- 
lems as inter-marriage and whether it is wise for Jews 
to bear children, with martyrdom as their heritage in 
a world ravished by anti-Semitism. Nathan, a descen- 
dent of Hyam Solomon, and a scion—through birth 
and marriage—of the highest society, rants about his 
Jewish waverings of which he has just become aware, 
and succeeds in making his gentile wife thoroughly 
miserable throughout the trip. 


In the seventh scene, however, a happy ending in- 
consistent with the action in the preceding six, signs 
finis to the soul-probings of Nathan, Hope, etc. All 
problems are solved, all uncertainties resolved, as if 
by magic, in the manner of which Rice showed himself 
to be a master in his melodrama days. But it is cer- 
tainly unlike his Jast scene style in “Counselor At Law” 
and ‘Street Scene,” where he leaves his characters at 
bay, dashing their brains against destiny’s bars. 

Nathan, wounded in an effort to prevent a Belgian 
refugee woman from assassinating a Nazi diplomat, 
comes out of a coma chastised and changed, professing 
his desire to multiply and to live and fight for a better 
world. Getting no inkling whatever of Nathan’s con- 
ception of a better world, we conclude that it is his 
conscious or unconscious wish to rehabilitate—with 
some improvements, it is true—the pre-Hitlerian status 
quo. 

It would seem by the testimony of chroniclers con- 
temporary and ancient, that the problem of inter-mar- 
riage, of “Israel among the peoples,” has a long and 
tortuous history, dating some centuries prior to the 
Reichstag Fire era, although it penetrated Nathan’s 
consciousness only recently. Elmer Rice has broached 
these very problems several times before in some of 
his better known plays. In the one under discussion, 
he draws them in sharper and bolder relief. They are 
no longer minor motifs, but his main theme. Because 
Rice has been painfully aware of his Jewishness long 
before Nazism, it is a keen disappointment to find him 
coming through the ordeal with something as anti- 
climactic and infantile as a Salvation Army message. 

The playwright had two alternatives—he could lead 
Nathan to nationalist self-revelation, something he 
himself has not achieved as yet, or have the curtain 
drop with the question unanswered, which would be 
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sound drama but an admission of defeat nevertheless. 

He could well afford to leave Kaplan and his son 
Sam (in “Street Scene’) and Simon (in “Counselor 
At Law’) staggering and dazed, with no solution in 
sight. In the last analysis his relationship with them, 
as that between most writers and the characters they 
create, was platonic. But in “Flight To The West,” 
Elmer Rice reveals his own tormented self and desper- 
ately seeks a happy solution to his own problems. 
This leads him to delusions. 

He applies, at times, the George Burns-Gracie Allen 
or the Charlie McCarthy technique. Through the 
gentile Ingraham he voices his faith in the victory of 
“irrational sanity’ over “rational madness,” and 
through Nathan he accepts, with pathetic trust and as 
a final solution, the kinship with the liberal Ingrahams 
who on numerous occasions have failed us rather 
miserably. 

We do have a common cause with the Ingrahams, 
but even when their problems will be solved, ours will 
still be crying for solution. It would indeed be tragic, 
if our kinship in a common cause were our only an- 
chor and leaning-post for the future. The play fails, 
because of Rice’s self-deception in the last scene, his 
attempt to solve, with a dozen lines of rhetoric, the 
Jewish problems that have been goading him for some 
years. “Flight To The West” resolves itself into an 
infantile flight from the truth. 


At this juncture, an analogy between Rice and Clif- 
ford Odets would not be out of place. Almost all 
Odets’ plays are of Jewish life and his characters still 
reside in the Ghetto (in its broader, non-Nazi sense). 
Rice, on the other hand, depicts Jews in only four 
of his plays (Counselor At Law,” “Street Scene,” 
“We The People” and “Flight To The West’’). Odets’ 
Jews move in their own sphere, and only at random 
does an Irish Marshal or a German Superintendant 
stray into their midst. Rice’s Jews are uprooted, trans- 
planted into an alien world which consistently rejects 
them. It is indeed rare to find a Jewish writer, in a 
language other than Yiddish or Hebrew, who con- 
ceives that there are Jewish problems within, as well 
as outside, the Ghetto. That explains why Odets, 
whose plays are peopled by Jews, only occasionally 
skirts a Jewish problem—that of discrimination, which 
has its roots outside the Ghetto. Odets, and more so 
Rice, seem to accept the anti-Semitic thesis that the Jew 
is a definite problem among non-Jews, disagreeing, of 
course, with the anti-Semite’s interpretation of cause 
and effect. 

Having made this brief detour to note the similarity 
and dissimilarity in the Jewishness of the two play- 
wrights, we shall attempt to review the case-history of 
the Jewish problem in Rice’s plays. 
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In ‘Street Scene’ three Jews are introduced: Mr. 
Kaplan, an old-fashioned East Broadway radical, rum- 
inating, to the annoyance of his non-Jewish neighbors, 
the shopworn wisdom of Emma Goldman and Meyer 
London; his son Sam, a sensitive day-dreamer and 
physical coward, and his daughter Shirley—the proto- 
type of the ‘“‘Eibige Mame,” Mrs. Simon, in “Coun- 
selor At Law.” 


Types such as Rice’s Kaplans and Odets’ Bronxite 
“social thinkers,” have given us little satisfaction when 
depicted on the American stage. They help to implant 
the insinuations of whispering campaigners, that all 
Jews are “uncouth agitators, trouble-makers, destroy- 
ers of Christian society” and what not. 

Heroic figures, such as the courageous attorney, 
Rubin, in John Wexley’s “They Shall Not Die,” who 
proclaim their social faiths in rational, literary terms, 
bravely defying bigotry and prejudice, and breaking 
the shackles of convention, are a credit to our people. 
But the Odets radicals and Rice’s Kaplans, muddle- 
headed little men, illiterate wise-acres, sounding off 
phrases and ideas corrupted and misquoted by repeti- 
tion, are repugnant caricatures of the Jewish rebel. 
This raises the old and ever new question, whether 
Jewish writers should impose upon themselves self- 
censorship, and weigh all possible effects on the Jew- 
ish-Christian relationship of the characters and ideas 
they seek to project. Whenever books like Samuel 
Ornitz’s “Haunch, Paunch and Jowel’” or Jerome 
Weidman’s “I Can Get It For You Wholesale” ap- 
pear, the question is raised with new vigor. But we 
may as well pose it in connection with Rice’s Kaplan 
and the rambling Odets types. It is especially painful 
to watch Odets and Rice, in total ignorance of the real 
sources of Jewish social-consciousness, depicting stereo- 
typed miserable half-literates as representatives of the 
Jewish rebel tradition. 

After “Street Scene,” the Jewish problem disap- 
peared for a while from Rice’s plays. It popped up 
omce more in “Counselor At Law.” Simon, a senti- 
mentalist, who had risen from the East Side tenements 
to the highest rungs of the legal profession, is obsessed 
by a feeling of inferiority toward his aristocratic gen- 
tile wife. Simon’s is, essentially, the tragedy of a so- 
cial climber, and his Irish friend and Italian partner 
would meet with the same fate, if they’d attempt to 
crash Society. Simon is Jewish, but his conflict is not. 

In “We The People,” Rice again projects a Jew in 
conflict with his surroundings. Because he presided 
at a meeting protesting against the shooting down of 
workers, Professor Hirshberg loses his job as College 
instructor. A non-Jewish instructor, guilty of the same 
offense, is forgiven. 

In “We The People,” the Jewish problem is quite 
shop-worn, revolving around anti-Semitic discrimina- 
tion. Still, its very repetition indicates that the Jewish 
conflict has given Rice little peace. 


In none of his plays is this conflict as clearly and 
bravely drawn as in “Flight To The West.” Mrs. Ro- 
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senthal, a Jewish refugee, conversing with Nathan’s 
gentile wife, speaks with brutal frankness of the fail- 
ure of assimilation, pointing out that once the hounds 
are set out they somehow scent the Jew’s traces despite 
layers of subterfuge. The dialogue between the two 
women is probably the frankest discussion of the Jew- 
ish problem ever heard on the American stage. 

FRAU ROSENTHAL: You are not a Jewish girl? 

Hope (Mrs. Nathan): No, I'm not. Why? 

Frau ROSENTHAL: And you knew he was Jewish? 


Hope: Well, yes, I — I did . . . Neither of us 
is very religious. . 

Frau ROSENTHAL: I don’t senile, of religion. Only 
of race. You did not think about that, before you 
got married? ' 

Hope: No, of course not!’ Why on earth should we? 
I really don’t understand all this talk. What dif- 
ference does it make what race a person belongs to? 

FrAU ROSENTHAL: Yes, so we Jews talked in Ger- 
many. Race counts for nothing, only nationality; 
and so we thought of ourselves as Germans. To us, 
we thought, nothing can happen; like peasants who 
build their villages on the sides of a volcano, where 
smoke comes out of the top. Then one day, comes 
not only smoke, but fires and boiling lava that 
flows over the houses and burns the sleeping people 
alive. 

Hope: Yes, I know. But I just can’t believe it will 
ever be like that in America. 

* * * 


Hope: Well, if a Hitler ever did come to life in 
America, I’m sure only the worst elements would 
listen to him. 

FRAU ROSENTHAL: It was these elements in Germany 
that became the Storm Troopers and made Hitler 
Chancellor. And then the others followed—the ed- 
ucated and the respectable people, they followed— 
even the artists! Please, you will not be angry if I 
give you some advice? 

Hope: Why no, of course not! 

FRAU ROSENTHAL: It is only to say that you must 
not have children. . . . You must not think only of 
your own happiness, but of the child, too. To bring 
into the world a Jewish child, that is a great sin, 
becauise now for the Jews is only misfortune. . . . 
For those of our race who are already living, it is 
something each one must think about for himself. 
But to bring into such a world a new Jewish life, 
is to give an innocent baby a curse from which he 
must always suffer. 


The only logical answer to the problem that Rice 
poses, would be—national self-revelation. That, Rice 
does not achieve. The other alternative would be, in 
Mrs. Rosenthal’s words, “To hear the truth before it 
is too late,” and leave the question unanswered, the 
problem unsolved, the wound unbandaged and gaping 
in its ugliness. Most of Rice’s plays are dramatized 
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tracts. Consistent with his career as a preacher on 
social problems from the stage, Rice should have ab- 
stained from the “happy ending” and let the audience 
go home enraged and stimulated by its message. It 
is my suspicion, however, that Rice has written the last 
scene, a pitiful delusion, for himself rather than for 
his audience. He wanted to persuade himself that 
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there is a happy ending to the problem which has been 
tormenting him ever since 1929, when he introduced 
in “Street Scene” his first Jewish characters. In the 
early scenes of his latest play, it would appear that 
Rice is about to reach heights of ecstatic defiance. But 
the final scene reveals Elmer Rice hopelessly fleeing his 
Jewish destiny. 





The War 


Palestinian newspapers which reached this country with- 
in recent weeks, furnish interesting evidence of the impor- 
tant position Jewish military aid to Britain occupies in 
the life of the Yishuv. A large streamer across the front 
page urges contributions to the fund to supply books and 
other comforts to the Jewish volunteers: “Let the Jewish 
soldier—somewhere in the Land, somewhere in the desert— 
feel a brother’s hand stretched out to him!” Long lists of 
contributions show that the call was heeded. In Egypt, 
too, the Jewish community has given hundreds of books 
and newspapers to the Palestinian Jewish soldiers. A 
United Press dispatch sent in the middle of March from 
the British positions outside Cheren in Eritrea describes 
Palestinians as participating in the fighting with Scotch 
Highlanders, Tree French and Belgians, Poles and Eng- 
lishmen. In North Africa a large group of Jewish steve- 
dores, mainly from the Tel-Aviv port, are serving in the 
ports captured from the Italians and now used for military 
purposes by the British. In still another field, Palestinian 
experts are helping near the actual war zone: ten Jewish 
nurses, eight of them graduates of the Hadassah Training 
School, have gone to the largest hospital in Alexandria, 
having been chosen by the director of the hospital in con- 
sultation with the Health Department of the Vaad Leumi. 
The special medical problems of a wartime, sub-tropical 
milieu were discussed at the scientific conference held in 
Tel-Aviv at the end of March by the Palestine Jewish 
Medical Association. Numerous Arab and British physi- 
cians visited the Conference. 

Now that German airplanes are based in Bulgaria, only 
600 air miles away from Palestine, even Jerusalem had its 
first complete dress rehearsal of anti-air raid precautions, 
while the Government gave Tel-Aviv a 5,000 pound grant 
for the construction of additional public air raid shelters. 
Tel-Aviv’s Emergency Medical Controller, Dr. Hersch- 
kowitz, announced that the city has adequate emergency 
hospitalization—500 beds and 100 volunteer doctors—in 
case of air raids or other attacks. 

There continues to be a direct and, in fact, constantly 
growing connection between Jewish economic life and the 
army. The balance sheet for the year of Solel Boneh, the 
cooperative contracting agency of the Histadrut, is a case 
in point; thanks largely to military contracts, Solel Boneh 
executed a larger volume of work—6 million dollars worth 
—than ever before. A curious economic trend, distinctly 
Palestinian, is noticable in two recent news items, one of 
which concerns Solel Boneh’s: purchase of most of the 
shares of the Phoenicia Glass Factory which its owners 
were thinking of moving to Egypt. Another large new 
enterprise is also partly owned by a labor group; a starch 
and glucose factory has been established at Karkur with 
an initial investment of 25,000 pounds. 


by Shulamith Schwartz 


Almost 80 new industria] enterprises were registered in 
January alone, and the number of hands and office per- 
sonnel employed in factories is now more than 90,000. 
Army contracts are constantly going to the textile plants 
and, interestingly enough, to the four or five candy fac- 
tories which are supplying chocolates and other confection- 
ery in large quantities to the Army, Navy and Air Force. 
The production of Pharmaceuticals, oils and soaps has in- 
creased sharply, and Shemen has found a successful meth- 
od of refining mineral oils—a process of distinct military 
importance. The practical cessation of imports has very 
greatly stimulated local manufacture of toys, crockery, 
tools, bakelite ware—and even oil stoves, aniline dyes and 
tweed and jersey material. The Jewish Agency’s Foreign 
Trade Institute sponsored a Spring Fashion Show in Tel- 
Aviv. 54 dress, millinery, pocketbook, lingerie and per- 
fume manufacturers exhibited their wares, and representa- 
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tives of the leading firms in Cairo, Alexandria, Beirut and 
Bagdad attended the exhibit. Many orders have already 
come in from those cities and the Trade Institute is res- 
ponsible both for delivering the goods and collecting pay- 
ment. 


Agriculture 


The Government’s plan for aid to the crippled citrus 
industry has not yet been announced, but some slight 
relief was brought by the Army’s contract to purchase 17 
tons of oranges daily during the season, half from Arab 
growers and half from the two large Jewish cooperatives, 
Pardes Syndicate and Tnuvah. The Army has also con- 
tracted to purchase not less than 10,000 kilograms of 
locally grown potatoes between the months of April and 
August. A few years ago locally grown potatoes were al- 
most impossible to get. Palestine can now not only supply 
all the potatoes it needs during the season but even stores 
a surplus for the rest of the year, since the Botanical 
Department of the Hebrew University has succeeded in 
perfecting a method of storage—long sought and difficult 
to achieve in the hot climate of Palestine. 


Intensification of agriculture has proceeded by leaps and 
bounds all year, but the expansion of Jewish Colonization 
has been very limited because of lack of means. The chief 
resolution passed by the recent national conference of the 
Histadrut launches action towards the initiation of a large 
scale pioneering settlement scheme on Jewish National 
Fund land in a part of the country as yet untouched by 
Jewish colonization. The project will honor the memory 
of Dov Hos and Isaac Ben Yaakov. 


Immigration 


One of the most encouraging pieces of news to have 
come from Palestine within recent months is the fact that 
over 1,200 new immigrants arrived during March. At least 
half of them were Polish halutzim, Youth Aliya children 
and Zionist leaders who had taken refuge in Lithuania 
after the conquest of Poland. On March 25, 200 halutzim 
from Rumania arrived, and word was received that a 
group of 66—17 Youth Aliya certificate holders from Bul- 
garia and 6 from Hungary, plus 43 adults from Bulgaria 
—were leaving Istanbul for Palestine. At about the same 
time 14 left Geneva for Palestine via Portugal and the 
long route around Africa. The Agency has been hurrying 
as many certificate holders as possible out of Rumania, 
Hungary and Bulgaria during recent weeks.. The Palestine 
Government refuses to grant additional certificates to Ru- 
manian Jews and will honor only the 700 granted before 
February 15, the date Britain broke off diplomatic rela- 
tions with Rumania. It has, however, cooperated with the 
Agency in two respects: it has extended till June the 
validity of 4,000 already distributed certificates which were 
supposedly good only until March 15. (Most of their 
holders are already on the way to Palestine) and it has 
granted the Agency 100 special certificates for Zionist 
leaders in Bulgaria, Hungary and Yugoslavia. A moving 
welcome was extended at a ‘reception in Tel-Aviv to a 
hundred veteran Zionists recently arrived from Poland, 
Rumania, Germany and Italy. News of intense under- 
ground Zionist activity in both Soviet and Nazi occupied 
Poland was brought to Tel-Aviv by a young woman who 
has just come to Palestine. She reported that the rank 
and file everywhere have remained loyal to the Zionist 
hope; that contact is steadily maintained between Zionists 
in Warsaw and in Russian Poland, and that in the latter 
territory attempts are being made to establish contact be- 
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tween the long-isolated Jews of old Russia and the Zionist 
Jewries of Galicia and White Russia. 

Rumors have reached this country of the arrival in 
Palestine of a boatload of several hundred Rumanian “il- 
legal” immigrants. The fate of an older group—those on 
the Patria—was_ recalled to public consciousness by the 
announcement last week of the decision of the Government 
Commission appointed to investigate the case of the ex- 
plosion. The decision confirmed a long-prevalent suspi- 
cion: “The damage was committed by sympathizers ashore 
in cooperation with at least one person aboard ship. The 
bomb was smuggled on to the ship during the coaling.” 
170 bodies have already been recovered from the waters 
of Haifa Bay, making it clear that very few—if any—of 
the passengers managed to escape unseen on to dry land. 
Among the bodies identified was that of a 5 year old child 
whose parents survived, and that of an elderly woman 
whose son is a member of the Palestine Police Force. 
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Heinz Stern Needs Your Help. 


The Foster Parents’ Plan for War 
Children maintains and operates 
“sanctuaries” for children in Eng- 
land made homeless by bombard- 
ment, in safe pastoral regions all 
over England. There are also in 
England today many thousands of 
young men who fled Germany, 
Austria, Poland, and Czecho-Sla- 
vakia, because of persecution. 
They hope to find a new home in 
England or America. The war has 
shut this fond hope out of their 
lives. 


The following is a message re- 
ceived from Eric G. Muggeridge, 
our Executive Secretary in Eng- 
land: 


“Surely folks in America will 
come to the aid of these lads. Too 
old to be children, but not well 
enough equipped to be men. 
Their’s is the saddest plight of all. 
Homeless, parentless, in a strange 
country, asking for a chance.” 


England has offered them hospi- 
tality, but they have little to re- 
turn unless they can be helped 
until such time as they can learn 
a useful trade. 


The aim of the Plan is not only to 
give these boys financial aid but 
to let them know they have a 
friend in America. You can help 
by “‘adopting”’ one of these young 
boys. You will receive his photo 
and brief history and he will cor- 
respond with you. If you cannot 
HEINZ STERN—one of the ‘‘qdopt’’ one of these boys, will 


many Jewish boys needing your you help with a contribution? 
help. 





EDNA BLUE, Executive Chairman 


Partial List of Cooperating Organizations and Sponsors 
ELEANORE ROOSEVELT JOHN HAYNES HOLMES DR. ABRAHAM FLEXNER 


MRS. STEPHEN S. WISE HELEN HAYES VISCOUNT CECIL OF CHELWOOD 

THOMAS MANN J. Bx PRIESTLY INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE TO AID CHILDREN 
BOOTH TARKINGTON VERNON BARTLETT, M.P. LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 

CLIFTON FADIMAN ALGERNON D. BLACK BRITISH WOMEN’S VOLUNTEERS 


HAMSTEAD BOROUGH COUNCIL 


FOSTER PARENTS’ PLAN FOR WAR CHILDREN, INC. 
55 West 42nd Street 


New York City LOngacre 5-1096 


A. | wish to become a Foster Parent of a young boy for one year. 


| enclose my first payment of $.. 


B. | would like to help by contributing $...- 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY STATE 
DATE 

















Registered with U.S. State Dept. No. 57 
Contributions are deductable from income tax. 
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A Communication 


The Editor, JEwisH FRONTIER: 
“Claude McKay is a better poet 
than a social analyst,” says Jacob 
Weinstein in his report of “Harlem: 
Negro Metropolis.” And I wonder if 
the poets he would consider as a 
standard to measure me would include 
Jeremiah,- Byron, Baudelaire, Heine, 
Ezekiel, or if he would prefer such 
pure lyricists as Burns, Edgar Allen 
Poe or A. E. Houseman! Now, I re- 
gard myself as a poet in the classic 
sense of a writer who employs prose 
as well as verse forms, one who is dis- 
tinct from the scribes who write exclu- 
sively for the Caiaphases of Bureauc- 
racy, whether it be hierarchical, gov- 
ernmental, capitalist or trade unionist. 
In appraising my book, Mr. Wein- 
stein tilts at the liberals (white and 
black), but frankly I prefer the free 
snarl of the liberals to the subtle 


smear that is plastered down in Wein- 
stein’s smug, unctuous undertone. He 
states that I believe that the sensa- 
tional Sufi Abdul Hamid “was on the 
way to organizing powerful Negro 
labor unions.” Such a statement is in- 
correct. Quite clearly I have shown 
the dubious character of the Sufi in 
my book—that he was ignorant of the 
history of the Labor Movement and 
lacking in Trade Union procedure and 
principle. But nevertheless, at a time 
of great national crisis, during which 
his racial group was submerged in 
misery, the Sufi boldly stepped for- 
ward with a plan of organization for 
employment. 

The record of Sufi Abdul Hamid 
(which I thoroughly 
more ably defends him against the 
charges of anti-Semitism than any- 
thing I could add. Mr. Weinstein need 


investigated ) 
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only to consult the court files and also 
those of the Jewish Daily Bulletin for 
the fall of 1924. It was the Bulletin 
that conferred upon the Sufi the title 
of Black Hitler and gave the name to 
the nation. His followers preferred to 
call him Sufi. But the most important 
point to emphasize is that unlike 
American Nazis, such as Joseph Me- 
Williams, who are frankly pro-Nazi 
ind anti-Semitic, the Sufi went into 
court and paid counsel to defend him 
against charges of anti-Semitism. I 
ean understand that for various reas- 
os many Jews will be reluctant to 
admit that the charge of anti-Semit- 
ism against Sufi Abdul Hamid was a 
red herring dangled to confuse and 
disrupt the march of his movement 
for white-collar jobs for Negroes in 
the Negro community. But I think 
that it is more decent and honorable 

































Best Wishes for a 
Happy Passover 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW TO 


Jewish FRONTIER 


THE OUTSTANDING 


(Canada and foreign $2.50) 


Six months 


A limited number of copies of the special 
Histadrut issue for March, 1941, are still 
available. Orders for this issue should be 


sent in at once. 


$1.00 
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‘o face the facts and admit the truth. 

As a leader Sufi Abdul Hamid was 
ot as spectacular and successful as 
Father Divine, who is apparently 
much admired by Mr. Weinstein, but 
as a social barometer the Sufi is in- 
comparably more significant to the 
Negro group. It was the pressure of 
the Sufi movement which indirectly 
resulted in the Supreme Court deci- 
sion of the Negroes’ right to organize 
as a race in the labor field, because 
they were specially discriminated 
against as a race. But Father Divine 
is anti-organized labor in the most re- 
actionary sense—worse than Ford and 
Girdler who at least tolerate and pro- 
mote company unions. Mr. Jacob 
Weinstein may be fascinated by 
Father Divine because he has succeed- 
ed where Marxists failed, in bringing 
about the union of black and white in 
his Kingdom. But the Harlem dictator 
has accomplished this by making his 
followers believe that they are angels 
and suppressing the sexual urge. If 
the Father Divine movement should 
extend its power over the broad 
masses of Negroes, Hitler might well 
make an exceptional gesture and 
honor him as a genius in the handling 
of the problem of an embarrassing 
“inferior” race and Jacob Weinstein 
rejoice in the painless removal of the 
black Nessus shirt. 

The late Vladimir Jabotinsky in- 
spired what seemed to me a signific- 
antly penetrating article in last Sep- 
tember’s JEWISH Frontier. The 
writer said: “Revisionism could never 
become a full fledged fascist move- 
ment ... There can be no Jewish fas- 
cism with the slightest chance of suc- 
cess. Fascism could never become a 
system of organizing Jewish national 
life. As long as Jews do not live in a 
state of their own, their national acti- 
vities can only be conducted on a vol- 
untary basis . . . Jews are the victims 
of fascist dictatorships; they cannot 
become its bearers in their national 
life.” 


The foregoing quotation, I submit, 
might even be more aptly applied to 
the Negro minority, if Negro were 
substituted for Jewish. The nuclei of 
Nazi-fascist movements existing in 
these States are one in spirit with the 
old and powerful Ku Klux Klan. Sufi 
Abdul Hamid was born and raised in 
the heavy shadow of the Ku Klux 
Klan. To label such a man a “Black 
Hitler” and discredit his labor move- 
ment as Fascist was most reprehen- 
sible and un-American. It is the kind 
of calumny the Bolsheviks excel in 
and the part played by their Amer- 
ican representatives in the Sufi affair 
is perfectly understandable. 





It is ironical to find Mr. Weinstein 
dragging Julius Rosenwald into the 
problem of Negroes, as tenants, con- 
sumers, and workers, organizing their 
community life. Julius Rosenwald is 
an American capitalist and philan- 
thropist, who devoted a big pile of his 
money to Negro education. Rosenwald 
happens to be a Jew, but the Gentile 
Harmon Foundation, the Carnegie 
Corporation, the Stokes Phelps Fund 
have liberally helped the Negro group 
in educational and other fields. Long 
before Rosenwald there were the Abo- 
litionists who were tireless in their ef- 
forts to end slavery and after the 
Emancipation Northern _ philanthro- 
pists established Negro colleges in the 
South and many were staffed with 


white Northern teachers. It has never 


been considered that because Amer- 
ican Gentiles unselfishly aided Negro 
uplift that the Negro people should 
not organize and fight for their rights 
against the reactionary whites of the 
North and of the South who are also 
Gentiles and mainly of the same stock 
as Northern liberals and philanthro- 
pists. Mr. Jacob Weinstein is badly 
mixed up in his ideas about the com- 
munity life of Negroes as it involves 
Gentiles and Jews. 


I, of course, believe in Democracy 
and the Competitive System if it is 
workable or a Cooperative or a Col- 
lective system that may be substituted 
in the Democratic way. And I .should 
like to see all the American groups 
that are capable having their chance 
under it: Old English, Scotch, Irish, 
Dutch, Italian, Greek, German, Scan- 
dinavian, Spanish, Jew and also 
Negro. If wealthy Negroes owned the 
houses and stores in a Negro com- 
munity, the consumers and tenants 
would find it necessary to organize to 
protect their interests. When Negroes 
organize to win concessions from 
whites, the race or nationality of the 
whites is of minor importance or none 
at all, for all the whites as a rule con- 
form to the established pattern in 
their dealings with the Negroes. The 
Sufi movement may have been mildly 
anti-white, which under the circum- 
tances is not to be wondered at. But 
its anti-Semitic feature was created 
by the Jews themselves. 


I am not at all flattered by Jacob 
Weinstein coupling me with the great 
writer Ludwig Lewisohn in his refer- 
ence to “jilted assimilationists.” I 
don’t know if the eminent Negro lead- 
er, Dr. W. E. B. DuBois considers 
himself a “Segregationist.” Funda- 
mentally I don’t think he is. Dr. Du 
Bois is a great teacher. He resigned 
from teaching to head the propaganda 
work of the National Association for 
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the Advancement of Colored People. 
After a serious difference he parted 
from the N. A. A. C. P. and went 
back to teaching at the University of 
Atlanta. All sorts of selfish motives 
have been attributed to the man. But 
this one fact stands out. In Atlanta he 
is educating Negro students, giving 
them the benefit of a constructive crit- 
ical appraisement of American insti- 
tutions and his unusal experience of 
the American way of life. Atlanta 
University is supported by the money 
of white philanthropists and there are 
white teachers on its faculty. Those 
who will may see in Dr. DuBois a 
“Segregationist” in his present posi- 
tion. On the contrary, I see him emin- 
ently cooperating with the elite of the 
United States in the education of its 
youth. 

Ludwig Lewisohn is a Zionist. From 
my reading of “Upstream” and “Mid- 
channel” I have gathered that he was 
a German-born Jew, who was largely 
educated in the Gentile traditions. Ap- 
parently, intellectually he tried to be 
a Jew and a Gentile at the same time. 
But I may be wrong in thinking so. 
These tragedies of the human life are 
not so easy to understand or to solve 
as some shallow thinkers assume. 

As a Negro my spiritual progress 
bears no similarity to Mr. Lewisohn’s. 
1 have never tried or wanted to be a 
white man with a black skin. 1 am not 
disillusioned about white people. I 
am more disillusioned with Negroes’ 
illusions about white people. My 
early environment was powertully in- 
tluenced by non-contormist Protestant 
missionaries who carried on a grim, 
unrelenting campaign against the 
vested rights of members of their own 
race in their efforts to promote the 
cultural growth of the Negro people. 
{£ am indebted to a member of the 
English Squirearchy for most of my 
secondary instruction. It was he who 
encouraged and helped me to be fear- 
less, frank and sincere in my literary 
efforts. In America and abroad I have 
associated with many white persons, 
on an equal level, at least intellectu- 
ally. And also I met many whose fur- 
ther acquaintance I did not want to 
cultivate. Max Eastman and I have 
been close friends for over 22 years. I 
visit him whenever I want to and eat 
and sleep in his house, in which I feel 
more at ease and at home than in 
many Negro homes. Freely I discuss 
with him problems that are peculiar 
to my racial group. I am certain that 
I could not keep the respect of the 
whites who have honored me with 
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image of a white man. 

Also I have formed friendships 
with ordinary white workers from 
various classes, ordinary people who 
are not students of the social sciences. 
Yet without prejudice they are con- 
scious that I belong to a different 
group from themselves. And they con- 
cede that the Negro people have spe- 
cial problems of their own to handle. 
I believe that Phillip Randolph of the 
Pullman Porters could enlighten Mr. 
Jacob Weinstein a lot. In a recent 
message to Negroes he said succintly: 
There is a Negro problem and there 
also is the Negroes’ problem. 3 


Sincere Greetings TO OUR FRIENDS 
AND PATRONS FOR A Hopipiy Dussoven 





EXECUTIVE SERIES, $7.00 + MASTERSHOES, $9.00 - SMOOOTHSHOES, $10.75 


Stores in New York, Brooklyn, Bronx, Newark © Also in Philadelphia, and Washington, D. ¢. 




















CiaupeE McKay. 




















The Annual Pre-Passover Statement of H. J. Heinz Company 


HEINZ Products 
are 


NOT 


Kosher for Passover 


Throughout the year, we have been publicizing 
the & endorsement of The Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America, found on 













the labels of more than 50 of our varieties. Lest 





this publicity be misleading to anyone, we state 





that this endorsement refers to year-round use. 





It does not refer to the week of Passover. We 
make no foods that are “Pesachdig”. 







We wish our many friends everywhere a Happy 





Passover! 






H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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League for Labor Palestine 





Convention Announcement 


The National Convention of the 
League will be held in Philadelphia 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 
May 23, 24, and 25. 

Registration of delegates will begin 
on Friday afternoon, May 23. A re- 
ception to the delegates and their 
friends will be tendered in the form 
{of a dinner and Oneg Shabbat pro- 
gram on Friday evening. Round-table 
discussions for delegates only, on 
problems pertaining to the organiza- 
tion, will be conducted through Sat- 
urday, May 24, and a forum open to 
the public will be held on Saturday 
evening. Two general sessions open to 
delegates only, are planned for Sun- 
day morning and afternoon. Miriam 
Lipton has been appointed Chairman 
of the Convention Committee, consist- 
ing of Samuel Duker, Ralph Wechs- 
ler, Michael Stolzberg, Pinchas Cruso, 
and Dr. Diamond. 


Gewerkshaften Activities 
Among New York Chapters 


All Greater New York chapters are 
now actively engaged in Gewerkshaf- 
ten work, conducting numerous Home 
Parties, Theatre Parties, sale of Third 
Seder booklets, and private solicita- 
tions. There is every indication that 
a substantial increase in Gewerkshaf- 
ten collections among New York chap- 
ters may be expected this year. 


Meeting with 
Dr. Bernard Joseph 


Dr. Bernard Joseph, legal adviser 
to the Jewish Agency, who was for a 
short visit to the United States, was 
the guest speaker at a special meeting 
of the Administrative Committee on 
March 3rd, at the Commodore Hotel 
in New York. A select group of ac- 
tive members and officers of New York 
chapters were invited to this special 
meeting to listen to Dr. Joseph re- 
porting on the latest developments in 
Palestine. 


Philadelphia Chapter Reports 
Successful Gewerkshaften Work 


Itzhak Sankowsky, Chairman of the 
Philadelphia Chapter, reports that the 
members of the Philadelphia Chapter 
are now very busily engaged in the 
Gewerkshaften Campaign now in pro- 
gress in Philadelphia. Their quota is 
expected to be oversubscribed with a 
substantial increase over that of last 
year. The Philadelphia Annual For- 
um, under the direction of Enya Har- 
ris Live, Mrs. Kushner and Mrs. Wm. 
Chomsky has been exceptionally suc- 


cessful this year. Their lectures in- 
cluded Professor Arthur Rosenberg, 
Michael] Harris, Maurice Samuel, and 
Professor Oscar I. Janowsky. 


Chicago in Action 

Claire Aronson, on a visit to the 
New York League office, gave us a 
most cheerful report of activities car- 
ried on by our Albany Park Chapter 
of which Mrs. Rose Liebman is Presi- 
dent. This personal report confirmed 
the information we obtain from their 
News Letter, newspaper clippings and 
frequent correspondence sent in to the 


office by the very efficient secretary, 
Mrs. Fay Slobod Greenfield. We ga- 
ther from their reports, that the well- 
attended meetings held with Rabbi 
Jacob J. Weinstein and Benjamin R. 
Harris, were exceptionally successful. 
Their membership campaign is a re- 
cord of achievement. 


Summer Seminar 

The Seminar Committee is making 
preparations for the 1941 League 
Summer Seminar. Suggestions for the 
location of this year’s Seminar are 
requested and will be most welcome. 
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In the Poale Zion 


Reception for European 
Chaverim 

A reception in honor of the Euro- 
pean chaverim who recently arrived 
from Poland, Lithuania and Belgium 
was tendered Tuesday evening, April 
1, at the Rosoff Hotel. This reception 
was arranged by the N. Y. City Com- 
mittee of the Poale Zion. David Wert- 
heim was toastmaster of the evening 
and messages of welcome were extend- 
ed by David Pinski, President of the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance; 
Sarah Feder, Secretary of the Pio- 
neer Women’s Organization; M. Kekst 
on behalf of the City Committee of 
the Poale Zion, and Hayim Greenberg 
in the name of the Central Com- 
mittee. 

The guests of honor were Nahum 
Kantorowicz, member of the Central 
Committee of the Poale Zion of Po- 
land and editor of the Yiddish Daily, 
“Dos Wort”; Pinchas Steinwaks, sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of 
the Poale Zion Trade Union Organiza- 
tions in Poland; Dr. and Mrs. Mala- 
wist, active members of the Hitachdut 
of Lodz; Fishel Maliniak, active work- 
er in the Hitachdut organization and 
secretary of the Hebrew school system 
“Tarbut”; Benjamin Burstein, former- 
ly a member of the Board of Alder- 
men of Vilno; Moshe David Rassin, 
one of the active sponsors of the 
Gordonia youth movement of Lodz; 
Dr. J. Pruzhansky, member of the 
Poale Zion Central Committee in Bel- 
gium. The Chaverim Aronson and 
Bernstein who had just arrived from 
Belgium were also present and were 
warmly greeted. 

Speaking on behalf of the Euro- 
pean chaverim, N. Kantorowicz and 
Fishel Maliniak expressed their thanks 
to the Poale Zion and to the entire 
Labor Zionist Movement for their ef- 
forts in rescuing chaverim from Europe. 
Party Conference 
Decoration Day Week-End 

The forthcoming national conference 
of the Poale Zion will take place dur- 
ing the Decoration Day week-end in 
the vicinity of New York. It will con- 
cern itself mainly with the organiza- 
tional problems of the Poale Zion and 
the Labor Zionist movement. In ac- 
cordance with the regulations formu- 
lated by the Central Committee, each 
branch having up to 50 members will 
be entitled to one delegate and another 
delegate for an additional 50 mem- 
bers. Party branches throughout the 
eountry are now making arrangements 
to be well represented at this confer- 
ence. 

The tentative agenda includes the 
following topics: 1) Organizational 


problems of the Poale Zion; 2) The 
role of the Poale Zion in the Labor 
Zionist Movement; 3) Our Youth 
Movement; 4) The Poale Zion and its 
relation to the American Zionist or- 
ganizations and the Jewish communal 
organizations. 


Recent Tours 


During- the past month numerous 
visits were made by our leading peo- 
ple. Jacob Lestchinsky was the guest 
speaker at a banquet arranged by the 
Cincinnati movement at which occa- 
sion one thousand dollars was raised 
for the Labor Zionist Emergency 
Fund; Dr. L. Kubowitzky was the 
guest speaker at a banquet in Pitts- 
burgh where $500 was raised for the 
Labor Zionist Emergency Fund; Da- 
vid Wertheim visited Montreal, Otta- 
wa and Baltimore. In Montreal cha- 
ver Wertheim addressed a meeting of 
the Labor Zionist movement on the 
oceasion of the opening of the United 
Palestine Appeal. He was also the 
guest speaker at the celebration of the 
20th anniversary of the Histadrut, 
which was attended by 1,100 people. 
Dr. Saul Sokal is now on a lecture 
tour in Greater Boston. 
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Pioneer Women 
New Clubs 


New clubs have recently been or- 
ganized in the following cities: Al- 
bany, Troy; Junior Hanita in Buffalo, 
N. Y.; Hanita, Philadelphia; Fall 
River, Mass.; Jersey Homesteads, 
Hightstown, Paterson, N. J.; Toledo 
Club II; Youngstwon, Ohio Club II; 
Reading, Pa. and Omaha, Nebraska 
Club II. 


Transmissions to the Moatzath 


:Hapoaloth Totalling $20,000 


During the past week several trans- 
missions totalling $20,000 have been 
made to the Moatzath Hapoaloth in 
Palestine to meet its expanding pro- 
gram for the training of women in 
new fields, necessitated by the mobiliz- 
ation of men for the defense of the 
country, as well as for its regular 
services. 


Southern Regional Conference 

Dr. Bere completed her tour with a 
Southern Regional Conference held in 
Chattanooga on March 9th and 10th. 
The conference, called by the national 
office, was led by Dr. May Bere and 
was carried through by the Chatta- 
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for Girls =§CAMPS 


Port Jervis, N. Y. 
22 SUCCESSFUL SEASONS 


Ideal Jewish Camps 


Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences. Sabbath observance. 
Operated on a non-commercial basis. 
Send for Descriptive Booklet. 
Rates: $175 for season; shorter 
periods proportionately. 


A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
125 East 85th St., N. Y. C. 
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nooga clubs. Rachel Siegel of the 
National Executive also participated. 
Visits to the Clubs 

At the end of March, Dvora Roth- 
bard left on an extensive tour of 
Western Canada. The following cities 
are included in her itinerary: Winni- 
peg, Regina, Saskatoon, Prince Albert, 
North Battleford, Yorkton, Melville, 
Moose Jaw, Calgary, Edmonton, Leth- 
bridge, Vancouver and Victoria. 

Dr. May Bere recently completed an 
extensive tour of the South, including 
Atlanta, Miami, Chattanooga, New 
Orleans, Dallas, Houston, Corpus 
Christi, Galveston, Tulsa, Nashville 
and Memphis. 

In connection with a series of annu- 
al donor luncheons, Sara Feder toured 
the following cities during January 
and February: Youngstown, Boston, 
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Chelsea, Cleveland, Akron, South Bend 
Cincinnati, Columbus, Toronto, Toledo. 

During the past few months the 
following chaveros have addressed 
clubs in various communities: Dr. 
Sonia Kamenetsky, Alta Sher, Nina 
Zuckerman, Feigel Berkenblith, Rachel 
Siegel, Bert Goldstein, Rose Kaufman, 
Sara Halpern, Miriam Kubowitzki, 
Ida Ehrenreich, Rivka Wohl, Anna 
Schlossberg, Tamar Shultz, and Pnina 
Furman. 


Celebration of International 
Women’s Day 


The clubs of the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization which have been observ- 
ing International Women’s Day for a 
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number of years, evinced an unusual 
interest in the Holiday this year. 
Large open meetings addressed by 
outstanding professional women and 
leaders of the labor movement were 
held in Detroit, Los Angeles, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago, Cincinnati, Balti- 
more, Washington, Miami, Cleveland, 
Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg and oth- 
er cities throughout the United States 
and Canada. 


Cultural Materials 


Various cultural materials have been 
sent to the clubs in the past few 
months including Bulletins for Chami- 
sho Osor B’Shvat, Purim, Passover, 
and International Women’s Day. 
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Sole Agents in the United States 
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No Ford has ever carried 


EXTRA 


VALUE 


quite so far! 


We'd like you to see and drive 
the finest Ford we’ve ever built. 

You’ll find its big bodies 
longer inside, greater in total 
seating width, and larger in 
windshield, than anything else 
in the Ford price field right 
now. 

You'll find a great new Ford 
ride, too. A soft and quiet new 
ride that has surprised a lot of 
people and may surprise you. 





GET THE FACTS AND YOU'LL GET A FORD! EP 


And with its room and ride 
and view, you get Ford extra 
power with extra thrift, the 
biggest hydraulic brakes near 
its price, and a lot of fine-car 
mechanical “features” found 
only in a Ford at low price. 

If you are choosing a new 
car this year, you'll do well 
not to miss this Ford. And 
not just because we say so, 
but because the facts do! 
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National Labor 
Committee for Palestine 


Dr. Weizmann, Senator Barkley 
Guests at N. Y. Third Seder 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of 
the World Zionist Organization, and 
Senator Alben W. Barkley, majority 
leader of the United States Senate, 
will be the main speakers at the ninth 
annual Third Seder to be held simul- 
taneously at ‘the Hotel Astor and the 
Hotel Commodore on Sunday evening, 
April 13th. 

Over 4,000 guests, who have con- 
tributed: or raised $20 each for the 
Gewerkshaften Campaign will attend 
this climax of the New York drive for 
the Histadrut. A spectacular feature 
of the evening will be the special pa- 
geant, “Shir Haavoda,” written by the 
noted Hebrew poet, Abraham Regel- 
son, with music by Shalom Secunda. 

Senator Barkley is among the lead- 
ers of the newly-formed American 
Palestine Committee, composed of 300 
senators, congressmen, clergymen and 
liberals sympathetic to the establish- 
ment of the Jewish National Home. 

The Third Seder has reached such 
huge proportions that no single hotel 
in the world’s largest city can accom- 
modate the guests. 


Bronislaw Huberman Recital 
in Boston for Histadrut 

Bronislaw Huberman, founder of 
the Palestine Symphony Orchestra, 
and a distinguished concert violinist in 
his own right, will present a solo per- 
formance at Jordan Hall in Boston 
on April 27th for the benefit of the 
Histadrut. Mr. Huberman, who is 
contributing his talents for this affair, 
is a long-standing friend of the His- 
tadrut. During a recent interview ap- 
pearing in the New York Times, he 
recounted how the pioneer movement 
was the first to respond to the idea of 
a symphony orchestra in Palestine. 
The group response, as well as that of 
individual workers, was. vividly re- 
counted by Huberman: 

“The Federation of Labor in Pales- 
tine came forward with an unsolicited 
gift of $5,000 to make possible the 
completion of a makeshift auditorium 
in Tel Aviv. . . . The workmen on the 
job agreed to work at night so that 
the orchestra could rehearse by day. 
They refused overtime pay. They 
wanted only tickets for the concerts. 
. .. A man on the dole insisted on 
getting his check two weeks early -be- 
cause if he didn’t he would not be 
able to buy a subscription and he 
would rather go hungry later than 
miss the concerts. ... A man and a 
woman, too poor to buy two tickets, 


bought one between them. She lis- 
tened to the first half of the concert 
while he waited patiently outside. 
Then she gave him her stub and he 
heard the second half. . . . Taxi driv- 
ers, when they have members of the 
orchestra in their cabs, discuss pro- 
grams and interpretations and make 
suggestions. . . . Out of a Jewish 
population of 280,000 in Jerusalem, 
Haifa and Tel Aviv, 8,000 regularly 
attend the concerts. If a similar pro- 
portion of the population went to con- 
certs in New York, every symphony 
concert would be attended by 300,000 
persons . 


Dr. Nahum Goldmann at Detroit 
Celebration; $30,000 Raised 

An overflow crowd of 2,000 Hista- 
drut followers heard Dr. Nahum Gold- 
mann, head of the World Jewish Con- 
gress, speak'on the 20th anniversary 
of the Histadrut rally in Detroit. The 
campaign headed by Aaron Kushin- 
sky, director, Moshe Shaver, chairman 
and Harry Shoomer, treasurer, has 
exceeded $30,000 thus far, and con- 
siderably more is expected during the 
final few weeks of the drive. 


Joseph Schlossberg 
Visits Canada 

Speaking to enthusiastic meetings 
in Toronto and other Canadian cities, 
as well as at Buffalo and Rochester, 
Joseph Schlossberg, chairman of the 
National Labor Committee for Pales- 
tine, strengthened Histadrut work 
among the Jewish trade union groups 
during March and April. 


Phila. Drive Gaining Momentum 
$3,000 Raised in lst Two Weeks 

With well-attended rallies addressed 
by Hayim Greenberg, H. Leivick, Is- 
rael Mereminski, Baruch Zuckerman, 
Isaac Hamlin and others, the various 
divisions of the Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign have covered the first lap of the 
1941 drive, turning in $3,000 cash in 
two weeks. Scores of organizations 
have planned special Histadrut Nights 
at which the film, “They Build and 
Defend” will be shown. 


Baltimore Campaign Goal 
$20,000 

Again led by the indefatiguable Dr. 
Herman Seidel, veteran of many a 
Labor Palestine drive, the 1941 Ge- 
werkshaften Campaign has begun in 
Baltimore. The first two rallies of 
workers were addressed by Dr. May 
Bere, of the Palestine delegation, and 
Rabbi Edward L. Israel. Manuel 
Schneider is secretary of the campaign 
committee. The opening mass meeting 
of the “all-out”campaign will be held 
April 24th, with Dr. Nahum Gold- 
mann as main speaker. 


es, 


Jewish FRONTIER. 





RESOLVE 
to make Passover a healthy 
one by dining at the one and 
only strict VEGETARIAN RES- 
TAURANT 


in midtown 
SCHILDKRAUT’S 


4 West 28th St. New York City 
MU 4-9619 
Open till 9 P.M. 
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PASSOVER STYLE MEALS SERVED 


DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST © 


\IEINDETS +} 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 





CARGO OF PALESTINE 
WINE ARRIVES 
IN AMERICA 


After a voyage of over 14,000 miles, 
a cargo of wine from Palestine was 
recently received by the American 
Agents of the Palestine House, and is 
placed on the market in time for 
Passover, according to an announce- 
ment by Robert Szold, Co-Chairman 
and Treasurer of the Emergency Com- 
mittee for Zionist Affairs. 

The loss of European markets for 
Palestine products, especially oranges 
and wine, has had an adverse effect on 
the economy of Palestine, it was stat- 
ed by Mr. Robert Szold. The shipment 
of wine and further shipments of Pal- 
estine products which are expected to 
arrive in America, will help to remedy 
the situation. 

“Large numbers of Jewish families 
in America,” said Mr. Szold, “have 
been accustomed to celebrate the Pass- 
over festival with Palestine wine. The 
present shipment will enable them to 
continue this custom.” 
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